GHT RACISM! 


| Revolutionary Communist Group | [ No 75 February 1988 | " (unwaged 20p) HEU 


ISH JUSTICE 


PALESTINE 


QUESTIONS 
| OF HISTORY 
IRISH REPUBLICAN 


a PRISONERS OF WAR 
a HAVE WRITTEN A 
BOOK ABOUT THE 
IRISH REVOLUTION 
REVIEWED BY 
DAVID REED 
PAGE 7 Y 


SHOOT TO KILL [<4 % 
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL LETS 
RUC MURDERERS GO FREE P3 imei $ ees 


sora eeet) BIRMINGHAM SIX 


EARCH 
: NON-STOP pai BS i SIX INNOCENT MEN RETURNED TO JAIL TO CONTINUE LIFE SENTENCES AFTER THE 
THE POLICE TO COURT. SHE WAS COURTS TURNED DOWN THEIR APPEAL. SUCH A POLICE CONSPIRACY TO BEAT 
WAS ACCUSED OF CONSPIRACY CONFESSIONS OUT OF THEM WAS IMPOSSIBLE, SAID THE JUDGES P3 
AGAINST THE POLICE PS LEFT TO RIGHT: HUGH CALLAGHAN, PATRICK HILL, JOHN WALKER, ROBERT HUNTER 
WILLIAM POWER, RICHARD KILKENNY 


NO JUSTICE 


ISSN 01435426 


White Australia 
has a black history | 


‘Tuesday 26 Janvary 1988 saw the 200th anniversary of the 
ddiscayery' of Australia by Captain Arthur Philip. There fs one sec- 
in of Australian society who far from celebrating 1988, have called 
11 year of mourning. The dispossessed, criminalised and down- 
rodden Aborigines have no cause to celebrate. The bicentenary 
narks two hundred years of genocide and slavery atthe bands of the 
cainly British colonialists. 
nese i widespread lie thatthe 
storiginal people accepted their 
aniston passively. This sno at 
ie ease. When, from 1607 10 
0, Dutch invaders tried to seake 
Astra’ they were unable to 
sake @ landing for fwo years and 
ssn they did finally land ther ives 
re made intolerable by the heroic 
stance of the Aboriginal people 
‘nt they Tet in 1610, with only hal 
few, never to retutn 
Ir uch resistance hd taken place 
and a all centuries later. the 


oo Se 


world might never have seen one of 
the most savage and cold-blooded 
‘wars of genocide in the bloodstained 
history of British colonialism. 
Diseases such as smallpox were 
deliberately introduced into Aborig. 
‘nal areas, their sugar. flour and 
‘water were systematically poisoned 
‘with strichnine and the settlers took 
‘great sport in killing the inhabitants 
‘vith pistol and sward and in raping 
pins’ —their name for Aboriginal 


OF the original one million 


| Demonstrators outside Australia House, London 


‘ 
More cuts in welfare 


Gn 2h ae ee oe government produced its annual White 
Puper oo Public Expenditie. It cotatoet no's prises: Goverment 
‘expenditure will continue to rise in real terms at an average rate of 
‘about 1% per cent 2 year, the expected growth of national 
income, and totally inadequate for maintaining basic welfare services. 
‘This year government spending (ex- _getsthe next largestamount — £755m_ 
ing prvaiation procecds) as» ~ astheprisonbuilding rngrammeis 
percentage of GDP has fallen below accelerated by another 4,200 extra 
Ticlevel the government nheritedon places by 1998. This ison top of the 
aking office in 1979 42.5 percent 1700 new places already planned 
Cvupared with43% percemtinI978/ The other major increases aise 
‘rarer reductions inthis ratiosre from! the massive unemployment 
panned forthe next few years Asthe levels and the growing demands on 
TKomomy.slws down they will be- the socal services. Socal security 
snehardero achieve ths increased by 39 per cent since 
The government fay also scored 1979 and Health and personal social 
another fratthis year Expenditrein servicesby30per cent. Thelaterrise 
i987! isexpected tobe abn below has heen Wally inadequate since pri- 
that forecast in last year's Witte ces in the NHS rise faster than the 
Paper, Nevertbeless rises inthe years economy as. whole; demands onthe 
T98W9and 1980/90areenpectedtobe  serviceareincreasingasa resultofan 
well above those planned in previous — ageing population; and pay for doe 
WhitePapers (se ble). tory and nurses i rising faster than 
inflation. The rises planned far the 
next three years are Below the levels 
tended to anita the service and do 
tot inclode aay allowance for real 


‘White Paper planning totals 
(tb) 


Jan86 Jan87 Jan 88 rises in NHS staff pay. An ull-party 
oss 394851473 gelect committee has estimated that 
SSE9 RT «IS42SG8 the NHShasalready suffered a short- 
a9 na W6LS—1671 fall of #1.80n, between the years 

1990-1 and 19867, The governments 

intent on making the situation Worse 
All dhs confirms that state expendi- "Education and science expenditure 


to rise in real terms just to 
‘ore and more people at 
However, the 


has increased by only 9 percent since 
1979, well below the average rise in 
government spending. It will be 
sguezzed over the oe sa = 


Aboriginal inhabitants, only 20% 
survived this carnage 
Tn Queeasland, Aborigines make 
up 3% ofthe total population, but ill 
(ne third of the prison cells. Aborig- 
‘nal deaths in custody ron a the rate 
of three every two weeks. A Royal 
Inquiry has been set up, but the fam- 
ilies of those who have died in dete 
tion are being threatened by the pol 
ice not to give evidence 
Inthe face of this exploiation and | 
‘oppression, the Aboriginal people 
are nevertheless fighting beck, and 
‘organising to win. The demand for 
Jand rights is central to their plat- | 
form and they demand that they are 
recognised as sovereign owners of 
the whole continent: they also de- 
mand self-determination for their 
‘own areas of fand, compensation for 
stolen land and mining roy. 
Groups such as the Commitice 10 
Defend Biack Rights are setting 
themselves upto pu pressure on the | 
‘State for action on civil rights. Gen- 
cally, there is a growing awareness 
land pride among Aboriginal people. 
Wein Britain have a responsibility 
toward the Aboriginal poople- It was 
Britain who colonised Australia, 
who murdered Aborigines in theit 
tens of thousands and set up the 
id” style laws to enslave and 
rob the Aboriginal people. On 26 
January, the Aboriginal Asti 
Bicentenary Solidarity Group beld = 
picket of almost a banded people 
‘outside the Avstralian High Com- 
‘mission, and then weal on fo occupy 
Qantas, Regent Street. Two of our 
Gonundes were arte, one we 
was in progress, the 
er afr allt decor had 
peaceably lft the building. 
More information from — the 
Aboriginal Anti-Bicentenary Solid- 
‘rity Group, 148 Chardmore Ré., 
|NIGGID Tet: (01) 805 0742 
‘Leigh O'Connor 


SCARGILL’S ELECTION 


Hard fight ahead 
for the miners 


‘abortion for many women. 
Tn. 1986 only 5,665 (3.3%) of the 
172,000 abortions performed were 
pos IS-weeks. However, nearly 
3,000 ofthese were to women under 
ithe age of 20. Aluon’s Bil is = par 
ticular threat to young women. 
‘Vital tests for abnormalities in 
foctuses cannot be completed before 
the 18 week deadtine. Alion's Bill 
‘could result in the birth of 600 more 
disabled children a year in a society 
which discriminates against disabled 
‘people a all levels. 
‘Altoa’sBilisamattackoa the right 
{to abortion. Alton has made it clear 
that he is to all abortions. 
Hislimitof 18 weeks has no medical 


‘Dave Douglass, NUM Yorkshire Aree, writes om the erisisin the NUM. 
The article was written before the result of the election was known. 
Scargill’s greatly reduced majority, 53.8%, confirms the importance of 
‘the politcal questions raised by Dave Douglass. 


‘The current infighting on the NEC is 
symptomatic ofthe reasons why Ar- 
thur sought re-lection. Constant 
sniping over every issue, large or 
small, as well as the “New Realis 
charge that Arthur is out of touch 
‘With the rank and file forced im to 
seek a fresh mandste. 

‘None of the CP ‘lefts’ or CP in- 
spired area leaders had the botle 9 
stand against Arthur or blow their 
left cover by openly supporting right 
wing John Walsh. However, they 


until 100 years of concession and ad- 
‘vance is wiped out 

"The bulk ofthe left has correctly 
fallen in behind Artbur, but tend 10 
{feed the ego-tripping image thet the 
lection of Arthur wil mark the re- 
‘opening of a major mineworkers of. 
fensive against the Board. Like 3 
children's war game, where all the 
dead men get up and go home for tea 
‘before coming back out to rejoin the 
battle, they are simply waiting for 
Arthur to give the word and the 
miners wil spring hack good 28 new 


THE ATTACK ON WOMEN’S RIGHTS 


Kill Alton’s Abortion Bill 


| On Friday 22 January David Alton’s anti-abortion Bill won a major- 
ity of 45 in the House of Commons. His Bill setsan upper time limit for 
abortion of 18 weeks; a sharp reduction in the real availabi 


time. Alton’s “exemptions” are elo- 
quent testimony to the vicious anti- 
‘woman character ofthis Bill, 

"The Labour Pany allowed a free 
vote and no les than 33 Labour MPs 
‘Yoted for this vicious attack on wom- 
ene rights 

“This isthe fifteenth time we have 
fhad to defend the 1967 Act (itself in- 
adequate). Alton’s Bll, in whatever 
form, must be defeated, Women 
‘must ave the right to abortion on de- 
‘mand as carly as possible and as late 
aasnecessary. FAB'snational demon 
‘tration on 19 March needs to unite 
all those fighting oppression for a 
‘mussive and angry show of oppesi- 
‘on to Alton's Bill. 


before the 1218 week. 

Atton’s Bill and associated moves: 
to change the 1967 Act would hit 
foreign women, especially Irish 
‘women, secking abortion in Britain 
Last year, 3.715 Irish women came 
tw Britain for abortions. 

Alin is now considering allowing 
‘exemptions’ from the 18 week limit 

lity ~ 8 
multiple sclerosis, spina bifida ~and 
‘women who hive been raped. 
Down's Syndrome is, he believes, 8 
“horderline” case. Rape victims will 
only be exempt provided they report 
the rape'to the police within a set 


1 In January thousands marched against Clause 28 of the Local 
Government Bill nd on 24 January thousands held a vigil for human 
rights forall Aids victions 
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BIRMINGHAM 6 


Patricia Power, daughter of Witiam Power, leaves the court after the verdict 


‘National Security’ 
licence to kill 


With Attorney General Sir Patrick Mayhew’s announcement of no 
prosecutions following the Stalker/Sampson inquiry into shoot-to- 


kill operations in the Six Counties, the government | 


again, on public ignorance and indifference to the murderous activi- 
ties of British forces in Ireland. The British government has pleaded 
‘reasons of national security’ to justify ts decision. 


in many other countries a government 
decision that no action was to be taken 
about an official policy of murder by the 
police and high-level cover up, would by 
‘now be a national scandal. Not so in Bri- 
tain, Only one MP, Ken Livingstone, 
‘made the obvious point that Mayhew and 
‘0. were ‘accomplices to murder’ and was 
thrown out of the House of Commons for 
it, Nor is the government caused much 
anxiety by the anger expressed by Haughey. 
‘The decision, coming aftet assurances to 
the Irish government that they would pro- 


sccute, is a measure of the contempt the 
British government has for is Irish junior 
partners, They may try to sweeten things 
with tlk of disciplinary action against 
some RUC officers but they know thatthe 
affair is not likely to seriously jeopardise 
Irish cooperation with imperial 

‘The affair began in 1982 when in three 
separate operations six men were shot 
ead by members ofthe SAS-trained RUC 
Headquarters Mobile Support Unit. In 


‘The Appeal result came in the same week 
that the government announced its deci- 
sion not to prosecuie RUC officers who 
tad committed perjury, conspiracy ind 
murder in reland, The twodecisions stand 
not only 2s monument to British injustice 
‘hut to government determination to pro 
fect those who carry out its murderous 
Irish policies. Policemen who gunned 
‘down unarmed Trish people are ta he pro= 
tected on prounds of “national security 
while six men whose only ‘crime’ is that 
they are rsh are to remain in pri 

‘Nobody is footed by the judicial farce of 
the Appeal Court, the real reason thatthe 
Birmingham 6 will remain in prison is also 
national security’. If their appeal had 
been successful it would have been a 
‘crushing blow for the police, the judiciary 
and top politicians. I would have meant 
that dozens of police were gully of per- 
jury, that senior jodges, Attorney Gener- 
als and Home Office Ministers had col 
lded in this process. Even worse, it would 
have increased pressure to reopen the 
other Irish frame ups, the Guildford 4, the 
Maguires and Judith Ward. For ‘national 
security” read the protection of the high 
and mighty in Britain. And who beter to 
protect them than three of their own: Lord 
Chief Justice Lane, Lord Justice Stephen 
Brown and Lord Justice O'Connor. 


British justice 
-No justice 


On 28 January the appeal of the Birmingham 6 was rejected. The deci 


sion is a bitter tragedy for the men who have spent thirteen years in 
prison for a bombing which they did not commit and for their families 
and friends who have had to stand impotently by and watch them 
grow old in prison. Their suffering can only be imagined as they sat in 
court and watched three bewigged and robed judges majestically 
sweep aside every argument, every witness, every carefully resear- 
ched piece of evidence that had been brought forward in support of 
the six. With an arrogance unique to the British ruling class, these 
judges have sent six men back to prison despite the fact that their in- 
nocence 1s recognised by millions of people, including politicians, 


lawyers and journalists, in Iretand and in Br 


MAXINE WILLIAMS] 


They treated the ease put forward on be- 
half of the six with utter contempt and dis 
belief, Despite weeks of evidence to the 
contrary they had not one tiny doubt that 
the men’s convictions were “safe and satis- 
factory’. The two new witnesses who 
backed up the men’s evidence of police 
beatings, the former police officers pre- 
sent during the men’s time in custody, 
‘were ‘awitnessnotworthy ofelief and'a 
‘most unconvincing witness and an embit- 
tered man’, Anyway itwas ‘highly unlike- 
Iy" that West Midlands police officers 
‘would have beaten the men up in front of 
“officers from another force. As toan orgi- 


{wo tals following the killings RUC men 
‘were acquitted but made the damaging ad- 
iission that senior officers had told them 
{oie about what occurred. Inaddition, the 
‘Armagh coroner resigned because of 
‘grave irregularities’ in the RUC files 
about the cases. Rumours abounded that 
an official shoot to kill policy existed that 
‘one of the operations had involved incar- 
sions into the Twenty Six Counties, that 
MIS was involved. 

In May 1984 Manchester's Deputy 
Chief Constable, John Stalker, was ap- 
pointed to conduct an investigation. The 
Stalker inquiry was no doubt supposed to 
bea whitewash. But Stalker actually began 
digging and soon found himself up against 
wall of silence (at some points he actually 
feared for his safety) from the RUC and its 
Chief Constable, Sir John Hermon. He 


BLOODY SUNDAY 
COMMEMORATIONS 

‘Thousands of people joined marches in 
Ireland and Britain to commemorate the 
‘murder of 14 Irish people by British 
Soldiers on 30 January 1972. Themarch in 
London, organised by the Committee for 
Withdrawal from Ireland, was swelled to 
5,000 in response to the announcements 
‘of no. prosecutions in the shoot to-kill 
‘cases and the unsuccessful Birmingham 6 
appeal, Three flute bands from Scotland 
tavelledto themarch. Therallyinisington 
Town Hall was addressed by a Sinn Fein 
speaker, Emma Groves, blinded by 2 
rubber ‘bullet; MPs Ken Livingstone, 
Jeremy Corbyn and Dianne Abbott and a 
speaker from the NUM. The threatened 
‘major mobilisation by the National Front 
turned out to be a few small ands of fase 
Ist counter-demonstrators. Manchester I 
Ish Solidarity Committee travelled to Derry 
tajoin the commemoration march there. 


INTERNATIONAL 
WOMEN’S DAY PICKET 
Stop Strip Searches! 
End British Torture! 
Picket Durham Prison 


Sunday 13 March 1pm 


‘discovered perjury and fabricated evi- 
‘dence and demanded the suspension of (#0 
RUC Superintendents. Hermon refused. 
‘Discovering that MIS had actually taped 
‘events at the scene of one of the killings. 
‘Stalker demanded a transcript of this cru- 
‘cial tape from the RUC. Hermon refused. 
Meanwhile Stalker produced a report 
recommending prosecution of at least 
‘ight RUC officers. Finally Hermon was 
ordered to give the transcript to Stalker. 
‘On the very day before Stalker was due to 
return to Belfast and try again to get the 
transcript, he was removed from duty and 
‘an inguiry was launched into alleged disci- 
plinary offences by him. He was removed 
from the shoot-to-kill inquiry and replaced 
by Colin Sampson, Chief Constable of 
‘West Yorkshire (who just happened alsoto 
‘beheading the investigation about Stalker). 
Subsequently his disciplinary offences 
‘were shown to be trivial and he was rein- 
stated. But he was never put back on the 
shoot-io-kll inguiry. He had come too 
close to the truth for comfort and had been 
cynically removed by the British ‘dirty 
tricks’ brigade. 

Prosecutions of the RUC would have 
risked revealing an appalling tale of gov- 
emment-sanctioned murder, perjury and 
obstruction of justice, By pleading na- 
tional security and brazening it out the 
‘government has ensured that what actually 
happened in Ireland and in the subsequent 
Stalker affair remains known only to a 
‘minority ofthe British public. Once again 
British rule in Ireland and the murder and 
repression by which that rule survives has 
been defended. 

This disgraceful affair will now be con- 
cluded with inquests into the six shoot-to- 
Kill deaths. Delayed for six years, these 
will be heard in front of jury selected by 
RUC Superintendents. And so the ‘cover 
vp" continues. The sorry truth is that, 
despite the momentary embarrassment 
and token frost in Anglo-Irish government 
relations caused by Mayhew’s announce- 
ment, the British government is likely to 
winits gamble, 


The riddled car in which unarmed 
volunteers, Gervais McKerr, Eugene Toman 
and Sean Burns were murdered in 1982 


nised conspitacy by the police, this was 
‘grotesquely impossib 

The Justices had no more difficulty deal 
ing with the demolition of the forensic ev 
dence against the six. Most who observed 
the trial agreed that it would be hard to find 
8 more appalling witness than Dr Frank 
‘Skuse, who conducted the explosives tests 
(on the six. But the learned Judges, whilst 
admitting the doubts about Skuse’ mith 
xis were nevertheless ‘reasonably certain 
that his results could not have come from 
substances other than explosives. Indeed 
the longerthey had gone on listening tthe 
evidence for the six the more convinced of 
their guilt they had become, So there we 
‘have it, Wouldn't any normal person be 
happy to have their fate in the hands of 
such learned and open minded gentlemen? 

“The result comes as no surprise to those 
‘who are familiar with the methods by 
‘which Britain rules in Ireland, But iis 
‘major embarrassment for the Twenty Six 
Counties government, the SDLP and 
others who have maintained that the 
‘Anglo-Irish Agreement would brig about 
improvements in British police and judi- 
cial methods as applied tothe Irish. Their 
strategy is reeling from the double blow of 
the Birmingham 6 result and the shoot to 
Kill no prosecutions decision. Yet the Irish 
government, on the strength ofa few Brit- 
ish ministerial ‘assurances’ that things 
‘would improve, has been willing to allow 
extradition and unprecedented. military 
and police collaboration against Republi- 
ceans, They now stand thoroughly expos- 
ed, Labour spokesman Kevin McNamara 
go right to the point: ‘It will put an enor- 
mows strain upon politicians seeking 10 
gain support for the forces of law and 
order’. [tis not British murder, repression 
and injustice that worries the British Lab- 
‘our Party and the Irish collaborationists, 
merely its exposure. They fear that this 
will lead to increased support for the only 
force fighting to drive British imperialism 
out of Ireland the Republican Move 
ment. 

These are the motives that have made 
some bourgeois politicians in Britain and 
Ireland take up the case of the Birmingham 
6. Itis from them that mach of the pressure 
to re-open the case has come. And it has 
‘been proved to be an insubstantial basis on 
‘hich to build a campaign. The protests of 
politicians, churchmen and others. will 
always have a place in a campaign for the 
Birmingham 6, But, if alongside them 
does not go enormous. pressure from 3 
‘wide and public campaign it will not be 
enough, This much has now been proved 
‘The British government weighs things up 
carefully when so much is at stake. As 
things stand, they will only release the Bir 
‘mingham 6 when they fear the consequen 
ces of keeping them in prison more than 
the consequences of releasimg them. To 
bring that about will not be easy. It re 
quires that all supporters of the Birmiing- 
hham6 now unite to build the most powerful 
and angry campaign ever secn, 


FIGHT RACISMI FIGHT IMPERIALISM! FEBRUARY 1988 # 3 


SOUTH AFRICA 


City Anti-Apartheid Group programme of action 


Participate in ’88 


Participate in '88 — Free the Prisoners Now! was the theme of the City 
of London Anti-Apartheid Group dayschool held on 17 January. 110 
people representing a wide variety of organisations as well as in- 
dividuals attended to discuss the Programme of Action for 1988. 
Comrades from the struggle in South Africa were represented by Com- 
rade Rodney from the PAC, Comrade Keke who is active in the Ruskin 
Kitson-Mandela Committee, Comrade Freddie from SWANU, Comrade 
Tfhepiso Manupelu who was part of the student uprising in Soweto in 


1976 and Comrades David and Norma Kitson. 


Carol Brickley, Convenor of City Group, 
opened the dayschoo! by oulining the pro- 

ramme for the coming year: ‘Our task is 
build the movement which is actively 
‘engaged in the fight against apartheid in 
South Africa and against racism in Bri 
fain’. Carol outlined the repression being 
waged against the black majority by the 
apartheid regime, bucked by its im- 
perialist allies - Mrs Thatcher being the 
‘most prominent. 


‘In terms of our task of building the 
solidarity movement herein Britain, we 
have to say that the Anti-Apartheid 
Movement has lost the argument for 
sanctions. Mrs Thatcher hasn't won 
itthe Anti-Apartheid Movement has 
Jost it... they hold out the hope that 
talks or negotiations with Thatcher will 
‘win the British government over to op- 
posing apartheid -Like Oliver Twist 
they keep going back for mofe and the 
_ansver is always the same,” 

‘The imperialists are now lining up to en- 

sure thatthe fight to end: led by 

‘the working class and oppressed in South 

Atica, is deflected and that a solution ap- 

proved by the Natt and biper> 

‘lism is imposed, 

Describing the fighting people of South 
‘Affica_as ‘strategist Carol made the 
point that there are many different polit- 
«al trends fighting inthe liberation strug- 


LORNA REID 


gle and only the majority of South Afri- 
cans have a tight t9 choose their leaders 
and the nature of a future democratic 
South Africa. Solidarity with all the forces 
Fighting for liberation is vital if the work 
ing class and oppressed are to retain their 
right to choose, Carol concluded that City 
‘AA's organisation needs to live up to the 
struggle and to its reputation for effective 
solidarity action, 

Norma Kitson, recently retuned from a 
Lip to Zimbabwe, played two tapes of in- 
terviews with comrades who have recently 
been leading struggles in South Africa 
‘These were powerful testimonies to the 
justness of the struggle and the courage of 
the people. Norma reported that the Non- 
‘Stop Picket is known about and supported 
bby comrades in the struggle who applaud 
the activists involved. During their trip to 
Zimbabwe, David and Norma Kitson 
‘were interviewed in the press on the radio 
‘and the television, and attended the in- 
suguration of Robert Mugabe as President 
in Harare, Everywhere they went they 
received messages of support and encour- 
‘agement forthe Non-Stop Picket. 

‘The Dayschool broke into workshops to 
prepare the mobilisation for the Pro- 
‘gramme of Action. In all the workshops 
comrades new and old came forward with 


ideas for the building of the movement: 
amongst youth and. students, women, 


Action was well and truly launched. 

In the afterioon, comrades from PAC, 
SWANU, BALSA, Azania/Namibis For- 
uum, the RCG, the Humanist Party, Kitson 
Mandela Committee, and David’ Kitson 


himself joined together in a pane! 
sion on non-sectarian solidarity work 
David Reed, speaking for the RCG, said: 


‘Whilst we unconditionally support all 
forces fighting for liberation in South- 
ern Africa, aS communists we want 
‘power in the hands of the working class 
and oppressed. our solidarity must 
ensure that their voices are heard 

by giving support to all those fighting 
for liberation ve can ensure that the 
‘working cluss and oppressed have a 
Voice in Britain.” 


A lively discussion followed ~ including a 
hotly dehated discussion on the role of the 
‘churches. It med out that the audience 
contained a Church of England clergy- 
‘man, Christians and Hindus as well as 
atheists. Many people felt that the Church 


hhad played a reactionary role in oppressed 


nations which it must rectify. The role of Lipa ah theo) 

the Church towards black people in Bri- "ARTICIPATE IN 

tain was also challenged. In the end, most Major events for the coming year 

‘people agreed to differ about religion but eee: sii 

felt that the important. question was a 

‘whether you stand onthe side of the people PEMEMOERLANGR faite aa een 

rae ‘Saray 18417 ay 
Partcpate in $890 mailer your “toe m8 


‘reed, colour or political affiliations ~that 
was the message of the dayschonl. The 
CG fully supports the City AA Pro- 
_gramme of action and will participate fully 

in building the movement which will fight 
for democracy both in South Africa and 


Sst 24125 sett 
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1988-YEAR OF THE 
LYNCHINGS 


held rule. The festivities will mark 40 
years of institutionalised murder tor- 
‘ture and repression of the vast major- 
ity of its population who are black. Itis 
‘no accident that this year more than 
40 black people wait to be hanged on 
Death Row for political ‘crimes’. 1988 
threatens to be the ‘Year of the 
Lynchings'. 

MPs Temry Fields and Keith Vaz who leda 
City AA delegation to Downing Street 


‘Amongst those awaiting the death 
sentence are six young black people — 
the Sharpeville 6 - who were sentenc- 
ed to death for the murder of a black 
councillor in September 1984. They 
are innocent. They have spent nearly 
two years on Death Row and thelr ap- 
peat has been tumed down. They could 
be hanged st any time, without warn- 
ing or notification to their families. 

Most of the condemned prisoners, 
‘were sentenced for ‘crimes’ commit- 
ted during the period of intense res- 
istance in the townships from 1984 to 
1986. The programme of iynchings 
scheduled for 1988 is intended to in- 
timidate the black population. 

City AA has launched 2 concerted 
campaign to save their lives. On 28 
January two MPs, Terry Fields and 
Keith Vaz accompanied by a City AA 
delegation handed a letter, signed by 
20 MPs, in at 10 Downing Street call 
ing on Mrs Thatcher to make direct 
representations for clemency. So far 
‘Thatcher's government has avoided 
any direct call, while claiming to be op- 
posed to the hangings. 

Hf the apartheid regime goes ahead 
with the hanging of the Sharpeville 6, 
then the slaughter of atleast 40 others 
‘will follow this year. 


Carol Brickley 
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The politics behind 
the violence 


The escalating fighting between UDF and Inkatha supporters in and 
around Pietermaritzburg Is providing the apartheid regime and bands of 
foreign journalists with plenty of material for a disinformation campaign. 
Accounts of ‘atrocities’ on both sides now litter the Western press ai 
media. Itis, in many ways, a return to their favourite theme of ‘black on 
black’ violence, Intended to show that there Is a big question mark hang- 
ing over a future democratic South Africa, governed by the black majori- 
ty. Once given the vote ~ the argument runs — black South Africans will 
naturally divide into warring groups (tribal wars, civil wars etc) and 
‘South Africa will descend into barbarism. No wonder that the regime is 
happy to allow such stories to ‘emerge’ uncensored while every other 
struggle involving black people goes unreported. 


‘The real facts behing the fighting between 
UDF and Inkatha supporters are, of 
course, political. Chief Mangosuthu Buth- 
elezi has long jockeyed for a position of 
power and credibility = refusing to be a 
puppet bantustan leader (although he i 
realty just that) by claiming to be ant 
apartheid and part ofthe liberation move- 
ment. Buthelezi has the dubious distine- 
tion of being Mrs Thatcher's favourite 
back man he is totally opposed to sanc- 
tions. Inkatha, his “Zulu” movement, is 
organised along traditional lines, and is 
the bass for Buthelezi’s claim to represent 
millions of black people. In 1985 the first 
Vigilante groups to attack UDF supporters 
in Natal province were organised by In- 
katha, The difference now is that the UDF 
‘youth and grassroots are fighting back. 

The tragedy of the Pietermaritzburg 
fighting is that all to often Inkatha’s sop- 
porters have no real choice about their 
allegiances, Butheleri has established & 
system where in some areas it is impossi- 
ble to get a job or even travel on public 
{transport uniess you belong to Inkatha, It 
is the ordinary people who are press- 
ganged into a cycle of violence and vic- 
timisation while Buthelezi and his. hen- 
cchmen keep their hands clean, 

In these circumstances, UD. sup- 
porters are understandably wary of peace 
talks with Inkstha which UDF leaders 
have tried to setup. 

Unlike the British press and media, we 
‘cannot remain blind to the politcal facts. 
The UDF stands on an unti-apartheid pro- 
gramme, which Inkatha certainly does 
not. The fighting is no more ‘black on 
black’ violence than the war in Ireland is 
religious. There is no question mark over 
the democracy of future majority rule in 
South Africa the only question is how 
soon? 


Carol Brickley 


SMASH APARTHEID 


Non-Stop picketer 
sues Metropolitan 
police for assault 


‘Simone Dewhurst’s civil action against Cannon Row police for 
assault and sexual harassment was heard in Westminster 
County Court from Monday 18 January to Friday 22 January 
1988. Simone was arrested on 6 October 1986 on the Non- 
Stop Picket outside South Africa House and subsequently 
charged with obstruction and assault on a police officer, Ins- 


pector Roger Perry. She was later acquitted. 


TERRY O'HALLORAN 


Inthe civil action Simone testified that on 
6 October 1986, while in the charge room 
at Cannon Row, she was assaulted by Ser- 
geant AI8 Mander. ‘He started to scratch 
‘my arm with his fingernails. I tried to get 
‘out of my chair but he was leaning across 
‘me effectively pinning me into the chair.” 
She told the court that Sgt Mander said, 
“It's a pity A906 isn't here because he'd 
like to stick one up you." 

“Then, she said, whilst her property was 
being checked, WPC AD331 Duberry 
stated reading the Chief Stewards book. 
She protested saying that the book was 
personal Then, Simone said, 
*AI8 came round and pushed me off my 
chai.” She ended up on the floor withthe 
chair on top of her. 

She was taken to 0 celt by two WPCs. 
Simone then told the court: *WPC Du- 
berry took me out of the cell into the 
‘charge room, She sad had to take my 
clothes off... Together they forcibly re- 
moved my T-shirt. Then they took my 
other clothing off. One-held my arms be- 
hhind my back and the other took my trous- 
ersand pants off. I was just standing there 
‘with no clothes... . One door opened and 
A18 walked in. He said “A906 would like 
tosce you now and fuck you.""" 

‘Simone told the court that Mander ver- 


bally abused parts of her body and told 
her, ‘T wouldn't touch you, you're dis- 
gusting.” He also, she said, called her 2 
‘slut’ and a lesbian’. 

‘She said, shouting and crying she tried 
to get her clothes but was held back by the 
two WPCs; Mander then returned to the 
room and said, "Oh, she's crying. What a 
shame. All you women on the picket are 
<dirty lesbians.” Simone said that there was 
a group of male officers looking through 
the open door and laughing. ‘I recognised 
‘one of them as Inspector Perry." 

Michael Austen-Smith represented the 
police. He attacked Simone’s account as a 

fabrication w dirty the name of the 

police.” He suggested that CLAAG (the 
acronym for City Group used exclusively 
by the Metropolitan Police and the AAM) 
‘was expelled from the AAM for 


er ofthe Revolutionary Communist Group 
she was “prepared to tell any lie" to dis- 
credit the police. He suggested that she 
had got somebody to scratch and lacerate 
her arms inflicting upto 68 separate injur- 
jes. He suggested that her whole account 
was part of a conspiracy to attack the 
police. 

‘The police denied that the assaults, the 
abuse and the strip search had taken place 
acall., 


AAM in Zola Budd Dirty Deal 


‘Stewards fight to remove City AA protestors on the track in Gateshead (Zola 


Budd obscured, centre of picture). 
‘On 30 January City AA disrupted Zo: 


Judé’s return to running in 


Gateshead. The AAM had told Tyneside AA that If they did anything ‘con- 
‘troversial’ they would get no support. Tyneside AA then made @‘no- 
disruption’ deal with Labour Councillors. Secretary Allison Barrett sald, ‘I! 
‘there's any direct action its nothing to do with us’ and that she was hor- 
fified that members of City AA should run onto the track. Once again the 
‘AAM has broken the international sports boycott of apartheid. Budd came 
fourth and is eligible for the world championships in New Zealand this 
March. There she will meet a storm of protest. 


Andy Higgingbottom 


vaunaven noe 


In his closing specch, Austen-Smith 
again reverted t0 the conspiracy theory 
He told the jury that City Geoup was ‘an 
‘organisation too extreme to be kept within 
the limits of the Anti-Apartheid Move- 
‘ment’; that Simone’s account was part of 
*ascurriloes campaign agains the officers 


racist and they're brutal.” 

Judge Percival Haris threatened to im- 
prison anyone who picketed outside the 
‘court. Hetoldone woman he would impris- 
(on her if she could not “keep a straight 


On Friday 22 January Simone Dew- 
hhurst, RCG member and leading City 
Group activist, lost her case against 
‘the Metropolitan Police (see report of 
court case this page). The police 
defence was based on accusing Sim- 
‘one, the RCG and City Group of being 
‘engaged |n a conspiracy against the 
police. The facts show that, on the con- 
trary, Cannon Row police have been 
engaged in a conspiracy against the 
Non-Stop Picket since it began. 

From 19 April 1986 to the beginning 
of December 1987, 2 period of 18 
‘months, the police made 376 arrests 
involving 566 charges. City Group won 
no less that 87% of all the cases 
completed. 

‘Austen-Smith ‘accused’ picketers of 
using the chant ‘Racist police’. 
Perhaps he could suggest different 
description for the uniformed thugs 
who, on 13 June 1986, throttled a 
black picketer to the point where she 
had to receive emergency hospital 
‘treatment;or the uniformed thugs who 
beat Tunde Forrest on 6 December and 
dragged him handeuffed along the 
pavement. 

‘Austen-Smith ‘accused’ picketers of 
chanting ‘Sexist police’. Perhaps he 
could suggest a different description 
for the uniformed thugs who habitually 
taunt women picketers as ‘lesbians’ 
and ‘slags’. 

‘The police have sifted through every 
‘obscure and antique statute to find 
means of attacking the picket: illegal 
street collections; Westminster by- 
laws (music near houses); noise pollu- 
tion; Commissioner's Directions; the 


‘Simone Dewhurst at Westminster County Court 


DD 
The attack on 
Simone Dewhurst 


face’, Ins summing up he referred to the 
“somewhat modern and deplorable tenden- 
‘cytodenigratethe police becansethey have 
been caught ina few nefarious activities.” 
‘He old the jury that they may have thought 
“as, candidly I did, that he [Sgt Mander] 
‘was fine upstanding young man.” 

‘After the jury found against Simone, 
Judge Harris sai that Simone was the type 
‘of person who is neither ‘likely to work or 
wants to work”. He said that he would 
Ihave referred the papers from the case 10 
‘the DPP but that he thought Simone was 
“naive, immature and may have been ma- 
Aipolated by other forces. 


Metropolitan Police Act 1839 ete. 

The RCG does not need to invent 
things to prove the racist sexist 
character of Metropolitan Police of. 
fivers: they provide the evidence 
themsetves every day 

tts no surprise that in searching for 
mud to throw at both the RCG and City 
Group Austen-Smith should seek help 
from the ARM, When Austen-Smith 
said that City Group was ‘an organisa- 
tion too extreme to be kept within the 
limits of the ant-apartheid movement’ 
‘he was using the weapons provided by 
the AAM to attack City Group. The 
[AAM's sectarian abuse and expulsion 
of City Group not only made it easier 
for the police to attack the picket, it 
also helped the police to defend their 
‘behaviour in court. 

In the court Simone found herself 
confronted by the police counsel and 
the Judge, to say nothing of their 
‘sleeping partner, the AM. Inside the 
court she lost. Outside we know that 
‘Simone's courageous decision to sue 
the police won the sympathy and sup- 
port of people throughout Britain: RCG 
‘Supporters and City Group supporters 
flooded her with cards and flowers; 
‘women from Greenham Common sent 
their solidarity: black people with their 
‘own experience of police violence sent 
their support and attended the trial in 
solidarity; staff from the secondary 
school Simone attended sent a letter 
of sympathy and support. 

‘Simone is discussing the possibility 
‘of an appeal with her lawyers. The REG 
will continue to defend women picket- 
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‘IMPRISON THATCHER’ 


& | Banners proclaiming ‘We hate apartheid, 


80 we hate Thatcher’ and ‘Free Mandela, 
Free Mothopeng, Imprison Thatcher’ 
‘greeted the British Prime Minister when 
she arrived in Nigeria early in January on 
herfirstever visitto the African continent. 
Thatcher returned to Britain claiming to 
have ‘won the argument over sanctions 
without anyone in Nigeria recalling & 
decisive outcome. 

Nevertheless, Thatcher's lightning visit 
to Nigeris may well have been preparing 
the ground for a visit to South Africa 
before long, Thaleher has said that she 
‘will visit South Africs “when the time is 
ripe’—a return visit following Botha’s 
visitto Britain in 1984, postponed because 
of ‘alitle local difficulty” in South Africa. 
Let's hope that the time is very ripe when 
she visits and she gets the reception she 
deserves, 


‘TOP LEVEL’ PLOT 


January is 2 popular month for visits 
‘warmer climates, Thatcher's chief Euro- 
pean ally Chancellor Helmut Kohl of West 
(Germany sent right-wing Franz Strauss on 
«tour of Southern Africa. Strauss opposes 
tajority rule in South Africa and sanc- 
tions. During his trip rumours abounded 
that a “top level” conference on Southern 
‘Africa isin the offing. Mrs Thatcher and 
PW Botha are both keen on the idea, I is 
certain that “top level’ means that the 
views and wishes of the black majority 
‘willnt be heard, and that it wll be used to 
cement the alliance between these urch op- 
ponents of democracy. During his visit 
Strauss had secret talks with Jonas Savim- 
bi, leader of the UNITA bandits in 
Angola, 


A‘BOTTOM LEVEL’ PLOT 


‘On Sunday 31 January the Observer 
reported the AAM is launching @ cam- 
paign to recruit black people in Britain 
‘The recruitment drive will be launched on. 
Mandela's birthday (atime more suited to 
launching a campaign to Release Man- 
dela, one would have thought) with a ‘pro- 
‘motional campaign in the ethnic press’, 

This dramatic (*) move is a result of an 
internal report that black people have 
negative view of the AAM: “Much of the 
explanation for this poor view of many in 
the black and ethnic minority communties 
that the AAM, like most other ‘white’ in- 
stitutions [you ssid it] is disinterested and 
uninvolved in, and even unsympathetic to, 
anti-racist struggles here in Britain 

At the heart of the AAM leaderships 
response to this shatteringly correct 
criticism is the view that black people are 
‘mistaken (@ quick press campaign will 
soon pul that right). This is white 
patronage. Black people in Britain have 
very gond reasons for viewing the AAM 
asa “white” institution interested only in 
apartheid in South Africa, The AAM is 
principally led by the Labour Party and 
remnants of the CPGB who have a long 
history of racism: David Ennals introduc 
cd the Immigration Act in Britain when 
hhe was a recent ex-presidant af the AAM 
with barely ripple of protest. More 
recently the AAM has shown a disinter- 
ested contempt for black struggles in Bri 
tain including attacking black people in 
Liverpool who protested against. Zola 
Budd. 1 will take more than an ad in 
Caribbean Times to convince black people 
in Britain that the AAM is anything other 
than a “white institution’. 


ers against sexist attacks. 


Carol Brickley 
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PRISONERS FIGHTBACK! 


The struggle for 


prisoners rights 


Shujaa Moshesh contributes to the debate in response to the pro- 
‘gramme issued by the Dumbarton Scottish Prisoners Support Com- 


mittee. We urge other prisoners to join the debate. 


“The programme of demands issued by the 
Dumbarton Scottish Prisoners Support 
Committee (FRFI 73) is relevant for the 
prison system in the whole of Britain 

doubiedly conditions in Scottish prisons 
are harsher than what has to be endured in 


Prisoners protest on te roofof Abary 1963 


prisons in England and Wales, which is by 
‘no means a compliment for institutions 
south of the border, But the recent prison 
rebellions in Barlinnie, Peterhead and 
Shotts, and in particular the use ofthe SAS. 
to end the Peterhead protest illustrate the 
(see 


Hunger strike in Armley prison 


‘Tony Gamble, 32 of Upton, who has been 
‘on remand in Armley for over 9 months, 
went on hunger ston 15 January ia 
protest at court delays 

date. Tony peso gly tte charg 
lest April and has since been locked up in 
ver-crowded disgusting conditions. 

‘The hunger strike lasted five days dur- 
ing which time Tony was admitted to the 
prison hospital. Still no date for his trial 
has been set. 


Death in Dalston police cell 


On 26 June 1987 Mr Tunay Hussan, 25, 
died after being held in Dalston police sta- 
tion, He had been arrested for an alleged 
burglary with his girlfriend, Ms Seanna 
Walsh, He was first taken unconscious 10 
hospital but then returned to custody. A 
First post-mortem examination showed 
“numerous bruises and other injuries con- 
sistent with having occurred in the course 
of a struggle, Bruises to eye, nose and 
‘mouth ,., backand shoulders” and a half- 
inch deep cut to the head possibly caused 
byafist 

‘A second examination found that death 
‘wats caused by the inhalation of vomit due 
to s methadone overdose, A forensic 
scientist sai that the level of methadone in 
Tunay’s blood was one of the highest he'd 
ever seen. Ms Walsh died later from a 
suspected drug averdose. Before she died 
she taped an interview for a London 
‘Turkish newspaper, Hurriyet, saying how 

may had been assaulted in police 


Michael Austen-Smith, covering up for 
he Commissioner of Police said of the 
ith the benefit of hindsight that 
2 was doomed the moment he 

More like, doomed the 
their hands oa him 
eens 


dire need for radical changes to be made in 
the prison system as a whole. What hap- 
pened in Peterhead could easily happen 
elsewhere if changes are not implemented. 

Twelve years after the introduction of 
half-remission in ‘Northen Ireland’, 


prisoners in the rest of the United 
Kingdom are stil waiting for half-re- 
mission to be made available to them. 
‘The message from this blatantly anti- 
working class Tory government is: they 
‘ean keep on waiting. In fact, nt only does 
half-remission remain unavailable 10 
British prisoners but for many the right of 
parole had effectively been abolished after 
the introduction ofthe Tories’ ‘no parol 
policy in 1983, Since then the gover 
ments’ deliberate decision to “get tough 
‘with prisoners — to appease the Tory rank 
and file as weil as to present a law and 


[_GRAHAMJOHNSON 
John Gallagher was moved from Shotts 
prison four months ago and used as a 
Scapegoat for the protest there (see FRFL 
72), The Scottish Office gave no reason 
for his move to the cages, but itis known 
that they were opposed tohis charity work 
in support of deprived children in 
Glasgow. 

‘The prison authorities have organised a 
systematic campaign to degrade John 
Gallagher and break his spirit. The press 
have been all too willing to repeat Scottish 
Office lies about him being 
‘troublemaker’ and “man of violence’ 

His conditions in the 
atrocious. The regime is 
psychological torture. For 


: of 
visits, five 


prison officers bring him into 
| room in handcu 


the visiting 


‘order image to the public—has resulted in’ 
the steady deterioration in prison 
conditions. 

Prison officer brutality against 
prisoners is as old as the institution of 
prison itself. Predictably, the Home OF- 
fice always deny ‘allegations of brutality’ 
‘even when it is obvious that staff are 
responsible. According tothe verdict at his 
inguest, Barry Prosser was ‘unlawfully 
killed’ in Winson Groen prison. Several 
years later, and despite the-tnial of three 
prison officers charged with causing his 
death and who were subsequently found 
‘ot guilty, his unlawful killers sill can not 
‘be found. Brutality by staffhas been one of 
the soot causes of all the major prison 
rebellions in the last twenty years, from 
Parkhurst in 1969 up tothe receat sieges at 
‘Shotts and Peterhead. Yet the authorities 
‘continue to spread their lies to deny that 
staff brutality, an every day feature of 


Hunger strike 
in the cages 


‘Two prisoners, John Gallagher and Sammy Ralston are currently on 
hunger strike in the Inverness cages. John Gallagher began his 
hunger strike on 8 January. He is demanding to be moved out of the 
cages and out of solitary confinement. The prison authorities, predic- 
tably, have denied that the hunger strike is taking piace. 


1 — Main cell door (stee) with spy bole. 2 
‘oy as bed. 6 — Chamber Pot. 7 


Left: Albany 1983, Above: Wormwood 
Scrubs 1980 

prison life particularly inthe segregation 
units, ever occurs. 

Half-remission and institutionalised 
‘staff brutality are just (wo of the many 
issues that need to be addressed and in- 
vestigated. The DSPSC programme ade- 
guacly covers the major grievances that 
prisoners have 50 the next step is to get it, 
implemented. There has long been a need 
Toranational prisoners organisation work 
ing within each establishment. If such an 
‘organisation came into being maybe it 
‘could make the implementation of the 
DSPSC programme its primary parpose 
for existence. Prisoners in the different 
establishments across Britain could start 
‘by forming commitices to exert pressure 
on the authorities to press for official 
recognition while retaining their 
‘independence. i 

Although prisoners, out of necessity, 
‘would be the leading participants im the 
‘proposed organisation a victory cannot be 
‘obtained without outside help, AS Fight 
Racism! Fight Imperialism already plays 
4 very: important role in the strugele of 
prisoners, publicising their cases and giv- 
‘ng them much needed support, is it possi- 
ble for FRFI to act in a co-ordinating 
‘capacity for the proposed organisation 10 
‘push for the implementation of the DSPSC 
programme? Other suggestions for the 
‘organisation are cagerly awaited. 


‘Shujaa Moshesh 
HMP Blundeston 


Cage door can only be opened by device outside 
Concrete bolard seet. 4 — Metal shelf welded to cage front. 5 ~ Wooden dais on 
‘Double glazed opaque window. Cannot be oper 


Dit 


ficult to tell whether it's night or day. 8 ~ Ventilation system, eight quarter inch siats. 
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SCREWS 
TIGHTEN 


FRFI has received a message 
from the Long Lartin Revolu- 
tionary Prisoners Nucleus in- 
cluding a copy of a notice to 
inmates from Long Lartin Goy- 
ernor Joe Whitty. We repub- 
fish extracts from the mes- 
sage and from the notice 
below. 


Earlier tast year we desoribed to FRFI 
(see FRFI 66) developments taking 
place within Long Lartin, particularly 
‘sinoe Governor Whitty's arrival, that 
indicated an imminent clamp 
down, 

‘Whitty himself, who contemp- 
tuously described our letter to FRFI 
‘as ‘subversive propaganda’, has 
recently Warned prisoners that any 
resistance tothe current clampdown 
‘willresult in even greater deprivation 
of rights....As if to emphasise the 
point he recently organised a spate 
of “ghostings'. 

Under Whitty's governorship Long 
Lantin is being rapidly turned into 
another Albany or Wakefield, both lit- 
tle more than huge control units... 

We predict that within the next 
twelve months Long Lartin will ex 
perience its first ever “serious 
disturbance’ 


NOTICE TO INMATES 


“Themostimmodiate change involves the 
‘movement of large mumbers of inmates 
side of the main building, Thisis tobe 
sopped, be it exercise or sportsfield 
association, Thave been instructed thatall 
movement is lo be on an unpredictable 
basis. Weekend association as we have 
‘known it in Long Lartin for many years 
cannot continue, In its place, periods of 
halfhour outside exercise will be arrang- 
ced. These periods will be for one or two 
‘wings ata time, randomly rostered. 

Because of the extra demands on 
staff time in implementing these new ex- 
cercise arrangements, there will be no 

teen, Library, Record Exchange or 
CKS on Saturday. Alternative times will 
be made available. 

0. Changes are being imposed in all 
dispersal prisons and Tam very aware that 
because of the relaxed and full regime at 
[Long Lartn thatthe effect will be seen as 
‘more punitive and more severe than at 
other establishments. 

anticipate that further changes 
will be necessary in the future covering 

activities 

"itis not my wish to ‘serow" the place 
‘down, bur this, Tam afald, is the price 
everyone has ta pay forthe success of the 
escape. 

‘Your reaction, as well as mine, 
will determine what Long. Lartin 
‘becomes. intend that it does not become 
another Albany or Parkhurst," 

‘Signed: Joe Whitty Governor 

i! 18 December 1987 


The defeat of the hunger 
strike in 1981 was a severe 
setback for the Republican 
Movement. While initially, in 
the wake of the herole 
sacrifice of the prisoners, 
certain political gains were 
made especially on the 
electoral front, the last few 
years have not seen any 
significant political advances 
by the revolutionary forces in 
Ireland. 


The greater emphasis on electoral work 
and the decision to reject abstentionism in 
elections tothe Dail has not led tothe gains 
clearly expected, The work around ‘eco 
nomic and social” issues has not yet pro- 
duced any substantial results. The revolu- 
tionary forces in Ireland have been unable 
to hall the growing collaboration between 
British imperialism and the puppet gov~ 
ernments in the Twenty Six Counties. 
Finally, on the military level, the stale 
‘mate which has existed for some time be- 
tween the IRA and the British and loyalist 
security forces remains. 
Inevitably in such a period every revolu- 


tionary movement i forced to reassess and 
rethink its strategy if the impasse is to be 
broken. The Republican Movement is no 
‘exception. It is in this context that we 
should welcome Questions of History writ- 
ten by Irish Republican Prisoners of War 
ane produced by the Education Depart- 
‘ment of Sinn Fein ‘for the purpose of pro- 
‘moting political discussion’. Part [has so 
far been made available and covers the 
period from Wolfe Tone tothe Republican 
Congress (1934) 

‘The book is a valuable historical docu 
ment which uses the history of the 
Republican struggle as a vehicle for rais- 
ing crucial political questions. It asks 
‘whether an ideology based on nationalism 
alone without a strong social content is suf- 
ficient to win the masses over to the strug 
le? Which class must lead the struggle for 
national liberation? Can & guerilla army 
like the IRA expect to win popular support 
forasocial programme if has no organis- 
dl political party actively involving itself 
inthe daily struggle of the oppressed? In a 
revolutionary movement should the army 
control the party or the party control the 
army? Is there @ need for a vanguard party 
comprising "sciemtfically trained socialist 
revolutionaries" to ensure thatthe nation- 
alist working class has the capacity to com- 
plete the national struggle? In a situation of 
dire poverty badly affecting the unionist 
working class, could the working class in 
the north become united for long enough to 
perceive British imperiatism as the ulti- 
‘mate enemy oftheir real interests? 

‘All these questions arise out oftheir very 
challenging examination ofthe history of 
the Republican struggle, However no 
answers are given for the aim ofthis study 
‘stoprovoke real thought and discussion in 
the Republican Movement. What, for us. 
is very significant about their approach is 
the acknowledgement ofthe centrality and 
relevance of the communist standpoint to 
the history of their struggle. Marx, 
Engels. Connolly, Lenin, are all discussed 
and their views on the Irish struggle have 
played a crucial role in formulating many 
‘of the questions. Very heartening also is 
the considered use of the arguments in Fre- 
land: the key to the British Revolution in 
assessing their history 


ll David Reed reviews Questions of History by Irish Republican Prisoners of War il 


Questions of 
History 


While questions are only posed and not 
answered, the Irish Republican POWs are 
quite clearly trying to direct their move- 
‘ment’s thinking along a certain path. For 
them nationalism alone. separate from a 
social programme, is not going to win the 
allegiance of the ‘masses (p82). Fintan 
Lalor’s standpoint, for example, in the 
Young Ireland Movement (1848) is seen as 
“amuch more in keeping with the radical 
republican tradition’. Lalor saw the land 
question atthe root ofthe national question 
(p 31). Marx’s analysis of the Trish ma- 
tional struggle at the time of the Fenian 
‘movement “went tothe roots of the prob- 
Jem’ and Marx ‘saw, as Lalorhad, the con- 
nection between the national and social 
struggle’ (p45)*. Marx primarily, and lat- 
er Lalor, were influential in forming the 
‘views of James Connolly. Connolly ar- 
‘gued that national freedom would be use- 
Jess unless accompanied by social change. 
His significance in the evolution of the 
revolutionary struggle “cannot be emphe- 
sised enough’ (pp59-60).. 

Which class leads the national reyolu- 
tion will determine how far the struggle 
develops. The failure of the United Irish- 
‘men (1798) is seen in terms of the lack of a 
“unity between different classes and creeds 
‘which made up the movement. “Protest- 


Presbyterian artisans found it impossible 
‘in practice to have a common interest with 
Cathaties. And Catholics themselves were 
divided between rich and poor (p19). 

Danie! O'Consell used the discontent of 
the Irish peasantry to win political power 
for middle-class Catholics (1829). It did 
not free the peasantry “but rather it gained 
middle-class Cathoties the right to sit in 
parliament’ (p26). The Home Rule move- 
ent (1870-1912) while under Parnell’s 
leadership was prepared to use the Land 
League (1870) and the “social warfare’ of 
the peasanity against the Landlords to 
achieve its aim, However, it was not con- 
‘cerned with social revolution in Ireland but 
rather ‘legislative independence to enable 
middle-class Catholics to prosper’. The 
Home Rule movement eventually frag- 
‘mented (pp54-7). 

Connolly understood that only the wark- 
ing class could be entrusted with the ask of 
leading and carrying through the national 

18 as a precondition for its own 
cermancipation. While he participated in the 
Easter Rising (1916) he was ‘suspicious of 
the bourgeois forces he was aligned with 
(p65), To ensure that the interests of the 
working class and peasantry would be de- 
fended he told the Irish Citizen's Army 
shortly before the rising, “Inthe event of a 
victory hold onto your rifles as those with 
whom we are fighting may stop before our 
goal is reached. We are out for economic 
as well as political liberty” (p65). Never- 
theless, Connolly felt it correct to align the 
working class with the ‘most progressive 


section of the national bourgeoisie’ as part 


* Questions of History is wrong to say “the 
International Working Mens Association 
‘would not endorse Marx’s proposals in 
regard to Ireland” (p.45). It did with very 
minor amendments despite opposition 
from English trade union leaders on 30 
November 1869 (see Documents of the 
First Intemational vol I 1868-1870 
pp-191-5). The same was true in Novem 
ber 1867 concerning the Manchester Mar- 
tyrs (vol IIpp. 179-180), 


of the process of achieving national free~ 
dom and social revelation. 

The Irish POWs suggest that it could 
hhave been the loss of the revolutionary 
leadership of 1916, particularly Connolly 
and Pearse, which allowed the conserva 
tive republicanism of Griffith and de 
Valera to dominate the next stage of the 
struggle until the signing of the Treaty 
in 1921. In the period of the First Dail 
(1919/21) they point to many occasions 
“EE ig 
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‘Two reviews of Questions of History have 
appeared 30 far in British left news- 
papers. Both The Leninist and Workers 
Press manage only to use the review a5 
yet another occasion to repeat thelr own 
‘well learned prejudices. 

The Leninist (December 1987} (caught 
up in the entrails of the very reactionary 
British Communist Party) tell us that the 
‘authors are ‘unable to assess their own 


three issues oftheir paper and is @ more 
lengthy examination long the same 
lines. Thelr main concer is to defend 
‘Trotsky’s historically incorrect position 
‘on the Russian revolution and Easter Ris- 
ing, and take 2 side-swipe at David Reed 
who, here we go, ‘opens the door for a 
“stages” theory that rigidly separates 
national unification from the struggle for 


socialism as a whole’. (At least they have 
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1916: rish Citizen Army parade outside Liberty Hall 


Timeless abstractions 


against the peasantry and rural worker i 
the land arbitration cours (p81). The Irish 
working class had alsa lost its revolution- 
ay leadership with the murder of Connol- 
ly in 1916 and Larkin's departure: 10 
America in 1914. The new opportunist 
leadership of O'Brien and Johnson with- 
drew the working class movement from 
the Irish national struggle concentrating 
mainly on economic issues. Questions of 


1 the ‘future conservative nature of much 


im 


the basic Integrity, unlike The Leninist, 
not to cut short quotes in Questions of 
History at the point where they discuss 
‘arguments in ireland: the key to the 
British Revolution.) 

‘Their conclusion: the Republican Move- 
‘ment’s programme is the ‘programme of 
Irish nationalism and reformism — not of 
revolutionary socialism’. Yet another 
timeless prejudice that fails to draw the 
fundamental distinction between revolu- 
tionary nationalism and reactionary na- 
tionalism. Their timeiess solution: arevo- 
tnloaryvangueré party ofthe working 


<i Kish POWs are seeking concroto 
‘answers to the very concrete problem of 
‘compieting their national revolution in 
Ireland. Hence the detailed analysis of 
their own history. Our very ‘erudite’ 
British revolutionaries ignore that con- 
crete historical analysis and offer time- 
less abstractions for what are essentially 
their own abstract problems. Our sugges- 
ton Is first that they examine their own 
history in relation to Ireland, and explain 
why the British working class has never 
‘made common cause with the Irish since 
tthe days of the Chartist movement. Sec- 
‘ond, they should tell us why, with all their 
‘superior knowledge of revolutionary 
strategy, they have never been able to 
have any practical influence on this very 
concrete British political reality. 


republican thought” (p76). This the con- 
text in which the question ofthe need for 8 
revolutionary vanguard party of the work 
ing class is being raised (pp68, 77.97), 

The Irish POWs are examining their his 
tory to confront some of the important 
politcal questions facing their movement 
today. After discussing Connolly’s 
sion o participate in the Easter Rising and 
ally himself ‘with the most progressive 
section of the national bourgeoisie’ they 
ask would this approach apply tothe SDLP 
‘or Fianna Fail (p66). Surely the answer is 
to, Firs, is it not the ease that Connolly 
allied she Trish working clays othe reyolu- 
tionary wing of the national: movement, 
more exuetly the revolutionary petty bour- 
_geoisi and urban intelligentsia and notthe 
‘ational bourgeoisie s such? Had not the 
Iatter firmly tied its interests to British im- 
perialism after the Dublin lockout and at 
the beginning ofthe First Imperialist War? 
‘And second, iit aot the case thatthe last 
18 years have conclusively demonstrated 
that the SDLP and Fianna Fail represent 
‘bourgeois and petty bourgeois class forces 
in Ireland which sce their interests firmly 
tied to those of British imperial 

One issue has not been directly raised s0 
far by Questions of History. While it sc- 
knowledges the main theme of Irland the 
key 10 the British revolution - unless the 
British working class makes common 
cause with the Irish people’s struggle for 
freedom it will undermine its own struggle 
for socialism -it does not assess. the 
importance for their struggle of a working 
class solidarity movement in Britain, This 
is surely a crucial question as the Dublin 
Jockout, the war of independence and the 
Civil War demonstrated. Should the Irish 
liberation movement therefore take steps 
to build links with the most progressive) 
revolutionary sections ofthe British work- 
‘ng class movement in the interests of fur- 
thering its own struggle? 

Finally, some comments onthe Republi- 
‘can Congress (1934) and, in particular, the 
statement raised in relation to this in dre- 
land: the Key to the British revolution: 
“David Reed in analysing this period has 
‘stated: “It is quite wrong to sce the dispute 
between the Republican Congress and the 
IRA as one between socialists ad miltar- 
ists'*” (p14), This was directed at the 
British movement as the next senten: 
Ireland: the key to the British revoluion 
shows: 


“Those who attempt to use the Repub! 
ccan Congress to justify their own attack 
ion the IRA, slander both the Congress 
and the IRA." KBR p95) 


and was a pointer to the events of 196 
when all of the British left, immediate 
after the split in the Republican Mov 
‘ment, took the side of the Officials agai 
the Provisionals on the grounds. that th 
former were socialistsand the latter apoii. 
ical militarists, The point made by Que: 
tions of History, ‘Ifthe IRA leadership w 
revolutionary why did it refuse to comm) 
ftself to x Connolly-style Republic?” 
very telling (p155). However our intention 
in this context was to make the point tha 
people who call themselves socialists often 
um out t be opportunist, playing 
treacherous role in future struggles. And 
those in Ireland who concentrate, if one 
sidedly. on the military struggle to defeat 
British imperialism can, in some eirourm- 
stances, Keep a revolutionary’ tradition 
alive. This is what we believe happened. 
Something which needed to be pointed out 
to a British movement which has @ very 
backward position on the national ques- 
tion. 

‘There are many more vital points to 
raise and discuss in Questions of History 
Every socialist must study itand they will 
Jearn valuable lessons for the future, In 
particular they will learn how ts critically 
examine and assess their own history in 
relation to Ireland, Part 2 is eagerly 
awaited, 


All page references, unless otherwise 
stated, refer 1 Questions of History, 

To obtain copies of Questions of History 
write to Republican Publications, 44 
Parnell Square, Dublin 1, Ireland. 

Ireland: the key to the British revolution by 
David Reed can be obrained from Larkin 
Publications, BCM Box $909, Londow 
WCIN 3XX. £3.95 plus 65p postage and 
packing. 450>p. 


FIGHT RACISM! FIGHT IMPERIALISM! FEBRUARY 1988 # 7 


The mass uprising which swept across Palestine in 
December 1987 and January 1988 has raised the 
Palestinian national liberation struggle to a new and higher 
stage. After suffering repeated setbacks in the diaspora—in 
Jordan, in Lebanon and elsewhere in the Arab world—the 
Palestinian resistance has re-emerged within Palestine 
itself on a firmer footing than ever before to present 
Zionism, imperialism and Arab reaction with its most 
intractable challenge yet. Their worst fears have come to 


haunt them. 


‘The uprising is a rebellion of the entice 
community, led by the most oppressed — 
the poor, the refugees, the workers and. 
peasanis-within the heart of Zionism 
itself, “This is where the real war is" de- 
clared an ‘Israeli’ paratroop captain in 
Gaza, A sustained, mass popular resist- 
ance has come onto the stage, challenging 
Zionism directly and determined to fight 
until “Israel” is destroyed. Sixty-five year 
‘old Ali Abbas summed up their position: 


“We will die or we will succeed. We have 
no choice. 
Zionism’s and imperialism’s hopes of 


subjugating and “pacifying’ the Palestinian 
population under its rule have been 
smashed, The uprising is also a blow to 
those reactionary Arab regimes who at last 
Yeat's Arab sunimit dropped the Palesti 
jun question from the top of their political 
agenda, 


UPRISING AND RESISTANCE 


‘What is happening now isa revolution 
of al Palestinians—being led by the very 
young.” (West Bank Palestinian) 


Since9 December 1987, thousands of Pal- 
estinian youth have daily fought “Israeli 
soldiers with rocks and petrol bombs. In 
almost every town and refugee camp—in 
Nablus and Hebron, in Jenin and Jerusa~ 
Jem, in Gaza City and Jabaliya, in Khan 
Younis and el Bureij- blazing barricades 
marked the battle Tines. In. Jerusalem, 
protestors burnt down ‘Israeli’ banks and 
fire-bornbed the US consulate. Stunned by 
the youths" fierce determination a Zionist 
soldier said he would rather ‘choose to do 
2 months in Lebanon instead of 3 weeks in 
Gaza’ 

While daily street fighting continued in 
the West Bank and Guza, the resistance 


Palestinians chanting antl-lsrael slogans near Jabalia refugee camp, Gaza Strip 
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f FIGHT RACISM! FIGHT IMPERIALISM! FEBRUARY 1985 


‘spread to ‘Israel’. On 21 December 1987, 
‘Israel's’ 750,000 Palestinians staged an 
unprecedented and total general strike 
highlighting Zionism’s dependence on 
cheap Palestinian labour. Then from 11 
‘and 12 January the West Bank and Gaza 
‘was gripped by a solid industrial and 
commercial strike 

Zionist repression, far from deterring 
the movement, sparred the entire popula- 
tion to greater resistance and organisation. 
Hitherto inactive villages and areas joined 
in the struggle, as did women, the old, 
Whole families, shopkeepers, merchants 
ind traders. This emerging political unity 
of the entire Palestinian popalation, under 
the leadership of the most oppressed, 
whether in the West Bank. Gaza Strip or 
‘Israel’, is terrifying the Zionists 


ZIONIST REPRESSION AND 
BARBARISM 


-Consciously or unconsciously they (the 
‘youth) are engaged ina first serious and 
ass attempt to take control away from 
the Israeli potice. They will lose this 
battle. -. But this is not the last gasp of « 
dying movement. It isthe opening battle 
ina new movement 

Christian Science Monitor 


In 2 futile effort to destroy this new 
‘movement, the ‘Israeli’ government de- 
ployed its entire repressive arsenal. The 
umber of Israeli troops in the occupied 
territories was increased three-fold. At 
least 76 people have been killed by gunshot 
‘and tear-gas, and S00 wounded. Over 
2000 alleged organisers and “inciters 
have been arrested and detained in 
freezing makeshift concentration camps. 
Brought to court, blindfolded and hand- 
cuffed, hundreds have been processed 
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In February 1947, the British Labour 
Government placed the fate ofthe Palesti 
fhian people in the hands of the United 
‘Nations. The UN set up two committees, 
‘one including the USA and USSR recom- 
mended partition, the other, composed 
mainly of Muslim states, recommended a 
unitary Palestinian state with safeguards 
for minorities 

‘The Zionist state was formed on 
May 1948 and given $4 of the land even 
though they constituted no more than 
35% of Palestine’s populution. The Zion- 
ists were not content with the territory 
allocated to them, mor did they want the 


Terrorism-foundation of the Zioni 


area's 300000 Palestinians. They elabor- 
ated Plan Dalet(D) toenlarge the Zionist 
state and expel its Palestinian populs- 
tion-The methods they used matched 
those ofthe Nazis. 

750000 Palestinians were driven from 
their homes by the Israeli’ army and its 
‘unofficial terrorist allies, the Irgun and 
Stern Gang. On 9 April 1948, terrorist 
Killers from Irgun led by Menachem 
Bogin (Future Prime Minister) attacked 
the village of Deir Yassin and massacred 
250 defenceless men, women and chil- 
dren, A witness, Red Cross Dr de Reyn- 
ier, said: ‘All could think of was the SS 


troops I had seen in Athens’ Begin sent 
his troops a message: ‘Accept congratula- 
tions on this splendid act of conquest? 
Deir Yassin was no isolated incident. In 
the village of Safsaf, 70 men were blind: 
folded and shot dead. In Elabun, Zionist 
commanders lined the inhabitants in the 
village square, shouted “You want to 
make war, here you have i!” as his ter- 
rorists gunned dawn 13 people. 

Tn Safed, while there were no mass 
acres, captured prisoners were torturedto 
death. A Zionist witness recalls how she 
‘saw an intelligence officer ‘beat these [10] 
‘wounded men with ahoe until they bled to 


PALEST 


LIV 


before tribunals which seotenced one 
‘youth to 8 months in prison for throwing @ 
‘Stone atacar. Over 130actvists have been 
interned for six months without tial under 
British Mandate les, On 13 January four 
Palestinians, in the first step of proposed 
‘mass deportations, were domped into Leb- 

The repression is directed against the 
cotire Palestinian population. Kitty War- 
sock of War on Want reports ‘Israeli 
‘oops snatching putieats from Shifu 
Hospital and returning them 8 hours later, 
cone with @ broken Jeg, another with 2 
‘broken arm and others with broken ribs. In 
the same hospital ‘Israeli’ troops smashed 
into the intensive care unit and dragged out 
‘apaticnt saying ‘now yourreally will have 
heart condition’, Three pregnant women 
suffered miscarriages afier their 
were tear-gassed. On 15 January, firing 
tear gas, ‘Isrseli” police stormed the 
Muslim world’s holiest sites, the Al Aqsa 
and Dome of the Rock mosques. 

‘Thirteen of the occupied territories’ 28 
refugee cups have been subjected to 2 
virtual 24-hour curfew and military siege 
In demonstrations of Zionist ‘democracy 
and “Iwumanity’ “Isracli" soldiers trampled 
and destroyed food deliveries to show “that 
the curfews will not be broken.” 

Despite the Nazi ferocity of the repres- 
sion, the will of the Palestinians has not 
been broken. A leaflet isved in the West 
‘Bank defiantly declared: 

‘May the earth burn bencath the feet of 
the occupiers and let the whole world 
know that the: volcano ignited by the 

Palestinian people will not be extin- 

{guished until we have acccomplished an 

independent Palestinian state with 

Jerusalem as its capital 


‘Though the uprising was not directly led 
by the Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO), its milizants have played a leading 
role jn sustaining the struggle. PLO radio 
broadcasts beamed into Palestine are sup- 
ctivists with names and adresse 
orators. Shops opened in defiance 


il strikes are bei 
for retribution 
IMPERIALISM ‘CRITICISES’ 


whole. Ithas inspired mass popular dem- 
constrations in pro-imperialist Egypt and 
Jordan which have only been contained by 
riot police, tear-gas and mass detentions. 
Tn Lehanon the uprising forced Syria to lift 
its three year siege on Palestinian refugee 
camps. The vanguard role of the Palesti- 
fnian Hberation movement is inspiring 
millions of oppressed in the region 10 
challenge imperialism, Zionism and Arab 
reaction. 

‘Savage ‘Israeli’ repression only ac- 
celerates this. process and threatens to 
undermine stability inthe entire region 

A US Suate Department Official com- 
menting on ‘Israeli’ repressive tactics 
said: 


Tt would make heroes of the most 
radical elements within the Palestinian 
community.” 


David Mellor, British Foreign Office, 
whose clash with the Zionist authorities 
was much publicised, expressed his con- 
cermin Parliament that the ‘effect of this is 
to brutalise the situation in a way that 
builds up more problems.” 

‘But ‘critical’ words cost little. On the 
real issue of money and arms nothing has 
changed. A week after voting against 
Tsrael’ ina UN vote criticising the propos 
ed deportation of 4 Palestinians, the US 
sbstained on the vote comdemning the ac- 
tual deportations. Inthe sume week, Presi- 
dent Reagan signed a $2n debt relief pro- 
Vision for ‘Israel and agreed to finance 
80% of a $130m Zionist new military pro- 
ject. Despite its ‘criticisms’, Secretary of 
State George Shultz affirmed that: 


“The US regards its friendship and the 
strength of its relaonship with “Israe! 
asa key and unbreakable relationship.” 


These are ‘Israel's’ critics! Small wonder 
that the Zionists respond with the calcu- 
lated scorn ofa client that knows its worth 
10 imperialism. The US provides ‘Israel’ 
with $4.5bn a year in order to secur 

ccounter-revolutionary services to impeti- 
alism in the region and internationally. No 


‘move will be contemplated to cut this. 
DEATH TO ZIONISM! 
Imperialist ‘criticism’ ig no more than 
brotherly’ advice to moderate repression 

it lead 10 an even mightier revolu 
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and the region will not be determined by 
collaborators working for a sell-out “poli 
tical settlement” which will leave the 
Zionist emtty intact. 

‘The racist Zionist stale cannot be 
reformed. The uprisings have shown again 
its vicious and. reactionary character. 
Defence Minister Rabin declared: 


“Even if we are compelled to use 
massive force under no circumstances 
will we allow [the] events. to repeat 
themselves.” 


Heeding imperialist ‘advice’ he recom 
‘mended “beatings” instead of shooting to 
ccontrolthe uprising. Ina sickening display 
‘of Zionist sadism, "Israel troops went on. 
a rampage smashing bones, hands, legs 
and knees. Over 300have suffered injuries 
which doctors claim to be more serious 
than many bullet wounds. Cabinet 
Minister Sharon, the butcher of Beirut 
1982, has called for the withdrawal of 
voting fights from Palestinians living im 
“Isracl’. And the President of the Chamber 
of Commerce, claiming they were ‘poten- 
tial saboteurs’, demanded the replacement 
cof 150,000 Palestinian migrant labourers 
‘with Portuguese anes. 

‘The magnitude of racism and fascism, 
spawned by imperialism which ensures a 
relatively privileged existence for ‘Is- 
rael's’ Jewish citizens, was revealed in 
a Newsweek poll: 86% thought ‘Israeli’ 
handling of the risings about right oF too 
lenient; 815 thought it right to deport 
Palestinians: 60% thought it right to con- 
sider mass deportations ifthe risings con- 
tinue; 80% thought that if Palestinians 
cever became a majority in Palestine they 
should live under military oceupation with 
second class citizenship. 

‘A regitme based on such vicious oppres 
sion and racism has only one destiny ~ 
estruction, This is what the uprisings 
have heralded. The bell has begun to tol 

for the Zionis ‘and all that it 


regime 


t state 


feath’ It was methods such as these that 
jorved the majority of the Palestinians to 
Nee their country. UN Mediator Count 
Bernadotte, who supported the fight of 
Palestinians to return to their homes, was 
ssassinated by the Stern Gang, 

Having enlarged their territory, the Zi- 
mists stole the land, homes and belong 
mgs of the expelled Palestinian popu- 
ation to build their racist state, Yet on Il 
May 1949, the UN passed Resolution 273. 
Noting that, in the judgment of the Sec 
sity Council sraelisapeaceloving state 

‘The General Assembly... .admit Is- 
el omembershipofthe United Nations. 


STATISTICS OF 
OPPRESSION AND 
DISCRIMINATION 


‘There are 1.5 million Palestinians in 
the occupied territories: 1.000000 in 
the West Bank and 550,000 in the Gaza 
Strip. 

© Since the occupation in 1967, the 
Zionists have confiscated 55% of the 
land in the West Bank and 40% in the 
Gaza Strip. 

© 70,000-Zionists have built 18 strat- 
ically placed military/colonial serle- 
‘ments on. the most fertile land. 

(© Water to irrigate the land isa scarce 
commodity on the West Bank. Since 
1967, Palestinians have been allowed to 
drill only two new wells. The settlers 
‘who form only 2% of the population 
drilled 17 wells and consume 30% of 
the area's water, 

© Palestinian unemployment is 35% 
and daily 150.000 travel to ‘Israet* for 
work. They cannot live there, receive 
one third toa half of Israel’ wages, pay 
full taxes but don't receive any benefits. 
© Palestinian farmers must pay 15% 
VAT on their crops while subsidised 
‘Israeli’ commodities flood their 
markets, 


ince the 1967 occupation 

250,000 Palestinians have passed 
through Zionist jails. 

12,000 trade unionists and activists 
hve been deported. 

20000 homes have been destroyed 
in collective punishments. 


APARTHEID IN ‘ISRAEL 

© There are 750,000 Palestinians liv- 
ing in ‘Israel’ forming 17% of the total 
population. 

© Since the formation of ‘Israel’, 80% 
of Palestinian land has been’ con 
fiscated. 92% of land is for Jews only 
© Only two Palestinian towns have 


sewage systems. Not a single Jewish 
town fs without one 
© Operating budgets for Palestinian 


25% of those for Jewish 


© In Jerusalem there are only fourmo- 
ther and child care clinics in the Pales- 
tinian sector. The Jewish sector has 28. 
@ Since 1967, 26,000 new homes have 
built in Jerusalem for its Jewish 
citizens, only 450 for Palestinians 


18 An Isr soldier armed with tear gas retreats trom Palestinian youth 
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‘marching from 


‘Nuseirat to 6! Bure refugee camps in the Gaza Strip 


MEDICAL AID 
FOR PALESTINE 


\Healthcare worker Sue Wighton and orthopaedic surgeon Dr Swee Chai Ang of 
Medical Aid for Palestine talked to FRF! in January. Sue Wighton worked in the 
West bank from July 1984 to January 1985. 


“The healthcare structures were appalling. 
the Palestinians had nothing. There was - 
‘one midwife who visited from Nablus 
once a fortnight. One ambulance 10 
200,000 people. No access to hospital. 

“The situation in the Gara has been 
described as apartheid by an Israeli doc- 
tor. Gaza has the highest infant mortality 
in the area at 70: 1,000. It has the highest 
level of blindness and water-related 
disease. During the uprising they closed 
the Jerusalem hospital. On 17 December 
Shifa hospital was teargassed three times." 

‘Sue Wighton explained that there bas 
always been resistance in the occupied te 
ritories. ‘Every year there are demonstra- 
sions. Last year there were protests for ten 
days from 8 January onwards ugainst the 
‘continual besiegement ofthe camps in the 
Lebanon. 
"When I was there {1984/85] students died 
in ambulances held up at Isr 
blocks. Now medi 
down, _ambulanc 
impounded 

She also talked ubo 
ing, “People resort 


there is nooption 
doing. They've known nothi 


sion and occupation. UNimately they are 
ighting for a Palestinian state.’ Dr Swee 
Chai Ang added: "They want people to 
think that stone-throwing is 2 violent 
demonstration. The real violence is that 
inflicted on the people who have suffered 
foro long. 

Dr Swee Chai Ang talked about Medical 
Aid for Palestine which was founded dur- 
ing the 1982 Zionist invasion of Lehan- 
‘on-*so that medical help could reach 
‘those suffering in the camps as well 3s the 
Lebanese people who have not seen peace 
‘We sent money and equipment into 
Lebanon. In 1985 Sabra and Chatilla were 
attacked again. Some of us decided to 
return to help the poople as medical 
volunteers. Sixty have gone since 1985. 
We urgently need money. equipment, 

rs and also volun 
tive and educational 


Donations should be sent to MAP, 28 En- 
ford Street, London W'. If you are dont- 
ing equipment please cbeck before hand 
that itis appropriat. 


Partners in crime: 
Israel and South Afric 


“While itis impossible to place an a 
curate figure on the true total volume fc 
trade between the two countries), i 
probable that when all trade is taken int 
account Israel may be South Aries 
biggest trading partner’, James Adam: 
The Unnatural Allies: israel and Sous 
Afric. 

© South Africa is Israel's major weapon 

customer: estimated at 35% of all sale 

between 1970-1979; defying the 1963 am 

1977 UN arms embargo on South Africa 

© Igracl buys 50% of its diamonds fro 

South Africa. Sales of polished diamond 

earned Israel $1 billion in 1983 alone. 

© Israeli companies maintain extensiv 

investments in South Arica; these includ 

Afitra and Koors, both owned by th 

Histadrut “trade union’ organisation 

© South African companies ship raw an 

semi-finished materials to Iseael, wher 

local content’ and "Made in Israel" label 
are added, so gaining preferential access 

USA and EEC markets, and avoidin 

sanctions, 

© South African Prime Minister Vorst 

Visited Israel in 1976 and signed an agree 

ment on the exchange of armsand advice i 

conventional weapons, nuclear researc 

land counter-insurgency. 

© Israel supplies South Africa with Ki 

and Minwe planes, gunboats, missile 

howitzers, radar equipment etc. 

© The £0 countries collaborate in th 

production of Scorpion military hel 

copter. 

© Isracl’s intelligence outfit Mossad hn 

been permanently stationed in South A: 

since 1976, 

© The then Israeli Defence Ministe 

Sharon spent 10 days in 1981 on patrol wit 

South African troops along Namibia 

border with Angola 

© Israeli agents have a 

since 1975, 

© Israel Aircraft Industries built an cle 

trified fence between Angola and Namib» 

to prevent SWAPO infiltration. 

© An atomic explosion was reported i 

the South Atlantic in 1979, and accredit 

toa joint Israeli-South African project. 
© Israeli officers and weapons have bee 
deployed in defence of imperialist interes 

in Chile, Nicaragua under Somoza, f 

Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Hait 

Uganda, Kenya, Mozambique, Sri Lank 

ete., offen in conjunction with Sout 

African support 


sted UNIT 


Source: Covert Action Information Bulletin 


‘A great colonising agency’ 


‘The apartheid character of the Zionist 
regime is clearly revealed in its trade 
unions: on the one hand Palestinian 
trade unionists are subjected to dis- 
crimination, harassment, deportation 
and death; on the other hand Histadrut, 
the Zionist trade union organisation, 
enjoys the full support of the Israeli 
state. 

From 1967 t0 1979 all trade unions 
jn the occupied territories were bann- 
ed. Even after the ban was lifted elec 
tions 10 trade union feaderships were 
banned, 

From 1969 to 1982 at least 50 lead- 
ing Palestinian trade unionists were 
deported, The 36 Palestinian trade 
unions in the occupied territories are 
not recognised by the government, 
employers or Histadrut 

Histadrut, by contrast, is an active 
accomplice of the Zionist. regime. 
Founded in 1920 it refused to allow 
Palestinians to join until 1966. Then it 
set up a special, spartheid-style ‘Arab’ 
department Jed by a Zionist official, 
Jacoy Cohen. In 1980 this was replac 
ed by an “inlegration’ department led 

jacov Cohen. 


Histadrut 
dustrial empire employing almost 2 
of the Israeli workforce, It is Zion 
ism’s second largest employ 

Through its construction company 
Solel Boneh, Histadrut builds Zionis 


controls a massive 


Heights and occupied southern Leb- 

‘Through Koor Industries Ltd, His- 
tadrut manufactures chemicals, con- 
sumer goods, steel, cement, glass and 
‘military equipment. Israelis one of the 
world’s leading arms dealers. Hist 
drut controls almost one quarter of that 
trade. It supplies military dictatorships 
throughout the world. 

Koor has an office and permanent 
representative in South Africa. In 1971 
its subsidiary, Tadiran, Hicensed the 
apartheid company, CF Fuchs, to pro- 
duce sophisticated’ electronic equip. 
‘meat bypassing the UN embargo. 

Koor’s steel subsidiary, Iskoor, is 
51% owned by Koor and 49% owned 
by the South African Steel Corpora 
tion, 

Histadrut, aptly described by Golda 
Meir as ‘a great colonising agency’, i 
a racist organisation equivalent o trad 
unions in Nazi Germany. Yet it enjoy’ 
fraternal links with the British TUC 

‘This is no surprise. The British Lab 
four and trade union Ieadership hav 
always supported Zionist Israel. 
1984. Nei a membe 
Labour Friends of Israel, 

the Istacli Labour Party can re 
oon support from me and my p 
Everything must be done, he 


FIGHT RACISM! FIGHT IMPERIALISM! F 


INTERNATIO 


BURKINA 
FASO COUP: 
Major 
Setback to 
Revolution 


When a corrupt, pro-Imperialist 
regime was overthrown in the 
former French colony of Upper 
volta on 4 August 1983, it soon 
became clear that this was no 
mere palace coup. The group of 
junior army officers led by Thomas 
Sankara established a National 
Council of the Revolution (CNR) 
which, having changed the name 
of the country to Burkina Faso — 
Land of Dignity’ - launched prog- 
rmmes of land reform, education, 
bealth care and popular power, 
organised through Committees for 
the Defence of the Revolution. 
French and US imperialism, and their 
peal puppets, were alarmed by Burkina 
Faso's entry on the road of socialist 
fevclopment. Financial and political 
‘culminated in full scale inva- 
sen of the country by forces from 
pesghbouring Mali in December 1985. It 
2 fiasco. ‘ 
Oe, 
ina ; 
Popular 


allege that the |. 


lution as @ whole, by pressing ex- 
sive wage demands, Compaore claims 
bot Sankara was ploting to murder most 
the leadership of the revolution. The 
Surge is identical to that made, equally 
pchout foundation, by some supporters of 
Bernard Coard to justify the overthrow 
je murder of Maurice Bishop in Grenada 
m 1983. Several of Sankara's ministers 
Bove been arrested, including leaders of 


Se Union of Communist Struggle — 
Reconstructed 
Compaore's supporters have also 


fescribed Sankara’s active solidarity’ 
be anti-apartheid struggle as a diversion 
fem the needs of the Burkinabe people. 
Tee CNR was an outspoken supporter of 
be struggle of the Kanak people of New 
Saledonia, and helped to get their case put 
je the agenda of the UN General 
Kssembly. By the time it ame toa vote, a 
j= weeks after the coup, the FP-15 
iegate abstained. This was an insult to 
be Burkinabe people who ideatify with 
be struggle against French imperialism. 

“The people are clearly unhappy with the 
je regime. Many wreaths have been 
et 10 Sankara’s graye with the words 
Thomas Sankara cannot be murdered by 
rato’, and ‘the people will never forget 
jee’. The FP-15 has forbidden a funeral to 
Beli for Sankara, lest it turn into a 
Epiay of mass opposition to the coup; by 
ectrast, a demonstration of support for 

had to be cancelled because hardly 
see turned up. 
‘Condemnations of the coup came from 
soe, Nicaragua and Ghana. The first 
jeement of support came from the 
Seach puppet regime in Togo, Sankara’s 
kath is considered a great loss by pro- 
pessives throughout the region. 

Despite the criminal manner in which it 
see fo power and its rightward shift on 
be strvggle in South Africa and New 
Saledonia. the FP-15 says itremains com- 
mised to the programmes of the revolu- 
jes. If so, it clearly needs reconciliation 
pide Sancara's supporters: the vast maj- 
rity ofthe people of Burkina Faso. 

‘Mike Webber 


Sandinistas’ final 
offer to Contras | 


On 28 January, the Sandinistas sat down to direct negotiations with 
the Contras in Costa Rica. This followed what will surely be the final 
concessions the Sandinistas can make to keep the Peace Plan alive. 
On 15 January, President Ortega announced the lifting of the State of 
Emergency, direct talks with the Contras and a general amnesty for 
Contra prisoners and even for former Somoza National Guards, pro- 
vided another country will take them. 


‘These moves were made inaneffortiowin 
US (the Democrats) and European social 
democracy against Reagan's threat to re- 


«quest $270 million aid forthe Contras. At 
least in the short term they have wrong. 
footed the US government: Reagan will 


ask Congress for $36.25 million, withthe 
mifitary allocation held in reserve until 31 
March. Reagan has no intention of aban- 
‘doning the attempt to destroy the revolu- 
tion, At Reagan’s behest the Contras will 
demand a share of power and place im- 
possible demands on the Sandinistas in an 


attempt to isolate the Nicaraguan govern- 
ment from its Central American counter- 
parts and the US Democrats. In a crude 
‘example of extortion, Reagan's new Na- 
tional Security Adviser, Lt. General 
Powell, warned the Central American 
presidents that if the Contras collapsed 
through lack of funding, they themselves 
could expect to he struck off Washington's 
aid list: & sure threat of coups. They to 
can be expected to make unmeetable 
demands of the Sandinistas, while 
themselves doing nothing 10 implement 
the Peace Plan 

In his New Year message, President 
‘Ortega gave details ofthe enormous strain 
the US proxy war and weakness of the 
anti-imperialist movement in the capitalist 
beartands i putting the revolution unde. 
5100 civilians were killed, wounded or 
Captured by Contras in 1987, four times 
the 1986 total. 1732 Sandinista soldiers 
‘were Killed, compared to 1019 in 1986, 
“Damage eaused by direct impact of the 
‘war totalled $376.7 million, while our ex- 
‘ports fotalled $260 million.’ Four out of 
‘every ten men of working age are engaged 
‘in fighting: this in a country whose entire 
‘population matches that of the single US 
City of Chicago: 3 million! 

‘Afier January's concessions, President 
(Ortega vowed that ifthe US approved any 
more Contra aid the Sandinistas would 
“take the necessary measures’ to defend 


Workers demonstrate against the aminesty given to right wing opponents ofthe government. 


the revolution. Police under the command 
‘of Tomas Borge, Interior Minister and the 
‘most experienced Sandinista leader, have 
arrested opposition figures who returned 
‘from meeting Contras and US advisors in 
‘Guatemala. They were planning an inter- 
‘al front for the Contras. Sandinista sup- 


‘and socialisation of production to be step- 
ped up. There have been mass protests by 


“Sandinista workers against Reagan's 


‘pressure and the concessions foreed upon 
the revolution, They are making it cleat 
‘that any Congressional vote for further 
Contra aid, any new mobilisation by the 
‘counter-revolution will be the signal for 
the revolution to launch anall-out counter- 


attack. 
Trevor Rayne/Andy Pacey 


Cartoon taken from Roger Sanchez, 
‘Nicaragua's Leading Poltical Cartoonist, 
published by Nicaragua Solidarity Campaign 
price £2.95, 


Thatcher bolsters 
reactionary regime 


Mrs Thatcher's visit to Kenya in early January was designed to 
bolster the increasingly isolated repressive and corrupt government 
of President Daniel arap Moi. Prior to the visit Britain wrote-off 
outstanding debts of £70 million and offered a further £20 million 
credits. Under Mol the Kenyan government has become one of im- 
perialism’s most reliable servants in Africa. Strategically situated on 
the Indian Ocean, Mol provides the US and British military access to 
Kenya’s port and airport in Mombasa and airports in Nairobi and 
Nanyuki. While hypocritically condemning apartheid, Moi maintains 
trade, air and intelligence links with South Africa. 


Kenya, a one time British colony, is 
dependent on imperialist ‘aid’, credit and 
investment, 180 multinationals continue 
exploit and plunder Kenya's wealth and its 
foreign debt stands at £2bn, As a result 
‘more than 1 million peasants are landless, 
1 million out of 2 total workforce of 7 
million are unemployed, 30% of the peo 
ple live below the poverty line and in the 
firsthalf of the 80s, real average wages fll 
Be 

For the masses, hunger, poverty 
disease and suffering prevail. Meanwhile, 
the neo-colonial bourgeoisie grows rich 
through serving the imperialists and cor- 
ruption, so massive that the IMF felt com- 
pelled to express its concern. Moi's per- 
sonal wealth is assessed at £500,000. 
Others fave made fortunes running 


(2 PGT RACISNE FIGHT OPERLALISAN FEBRUARY 1958 
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brothels and casinos to serve imperialist 
troops visting Kenya. 

To sustain this regime Moi bas resorted 
to blanket repression — banning all 
political opposition, using torture, 
political jailings, rigged trials and disap- 
earances. Last year Amnesty Interna 
fional denounced Moi's regime for 
‘massive use of torture. Nevertheless, 
when Thatcher met Moi she congratulated 
hhim for his strong and decisive leadership 
within a constitutional framework’ and 
‘went on to express admiration for his 
policies “which recognise the worth of in- 
dividual effort....and an economy in 
Which private ownership and private in- 
dustry have been encouraged." Despite in: 


Thatcners ally: President Daniel arap Moi 


ternational criticism Thatcher will do 
nothing to upset this regime which so 
slevishly follows the path of its imperialist 
‘master. A reactionary and pro-imperialist 
ally such as Moi is too valuable for That 
‘cher when she is s0 isolated in Africa asa 
result of her support for apartheid. 


Thatcher in Kenya 


The Kenyan masses are not bowing 
silently, Peasants, workers and students 
lacross the country last year mounted 
demonstrations demanding elementary 
democratic rights, Most. importantly, 
Mwakenya, an underground anti- 
imperialist movement is thriving and 
preparing to challenge the entire neo- 
colonial Kenyan ruling class, Abroad, Ke- 
nyan democrats last year founded UMOJA 
(United Movement for Democracy in 
Kenya) to further isolate the Moi regime, 
While today Thatcher praises Moi, im- 
perialism will one day have to reckon with 
revolutionary forces who are reviving the 
‘great anti-imperialist and anti-capitalist 
traditions of the Mau Man, 
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FIGHT DEPORTATIONS 


Drive to fascism Sanctuary 
and chaos in FRFI interviews 


Sri Lanka 


On its 40th birthday, 4 February, the SriLankan state be withdrawn without loss of face 
is staggering like a dying man: torn, and dependent on The lone=r they remain the more 
transfusions of Indian blood. 


‘The chairman of the ruling United 
‘National Party (UNP) was killed 
on 23 December. Police said that 
265 UNP officials and supporters 
hhad been slain since the 29 July 
Indo-Sri Lanka Agreement. In 
January Finance Minister Ronnie 
de Mel resigned, saying that Sri 
[Lanka was no longer a democracy 
andhe could understand why youth 
resorted t violence. Meansile, 
on BBC's ‘Panorama’, India's 
Chief of Staff in Sri Lanka warned 
that “Indian Army morale is now at 
risk.’ Afler four months of gue- 
rilla struggle the Liberation Tigers 
of Tamil Eelam’s (LTTE) com- 
‘manders are still at large and mass 
popular struggle continues. 


TREVORRAYNE 


none are scheduled. Thirdly, de 
Mel called for the JVP Sinhalese 
guerilla group to be unbanned and 
for its incorporation into the legal 
Political process. He also demand- 
ed the reform of the electoral 
system which is biased against 
‘minority party representation in 
parliament. 

‘De Met said thatthe war against 
the LTTE had brought the econ- 
‘omy ‘to the brink of ruin’, and that 
there was no military solution 10 
the problem. 

Jayewardene opposes any form 
of reconcifiation with the Tamils, 
and is mounting open repression 


Not defeated! the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam 


DE MEL'S RESIGNATION 


Unlike Prime Minister Premadasa 
and National Security Minister 
Athulathmudali, who boycotted 
the signing ceremony, Ronnie de 
‘Mel was a strong advocate of the 
July agreement. His. departure 
from the cabinet emphasises the 
crisis within the Sinhalese ruling 
class and Jayewardene’s drive 
towards facism. 

De Mel had been secking loans 
from the IMF and World Bank for 
development programmes in Tam- 
il areas. These programmes were 
unacceptable to the Sinhalese 
chauyiniss. 

De Mel's criticisms of the 
Jayewardene regime carry all the 
‘more weight when itis he who, as 
“the world’s longest serving fin- 
ance minister (he had held the post 
since 1977)" (The Economist ) has 
been critical in organising. the 
loans that have been Sri Lanka’s 
life-blood. He gives the lie to the 
‘Thatcher government's claim that 
Sri Lanka is a democracy, and a 
safe place for Viraj Mendis 

He gave three reasons for his 
resignation, Sri Lanka had not 
‘been ademocracy since the current 
parliament extended its life by 
referendum in 1982, making it the 
cleventh year since a proper elec 
tion. Secondly, the government 
hhas no moral claim to power if 
elections were not held this year: 


against the IVP and other oppon- 
cents. He recently announced the 
formation of the 20,000 strong 
Green Tigers, (a militia drawn 
from the Special Task Force that 
previously terrorised Tamils and is 
trained by Mossad and ex-SAS of- 
ficers) 10 protect UNP ministers 
and officials and to hunt down and 
Kill IVP youth — a death squad. On 
24 January 890 Tamils and 1,154 
Sinhalese were arrested. without 
charge under the Prevention of 
Terrorisin Act. ‘Disappearances" 
sre reported 

Faced with violent internal op- 
position, economic crisis and the 
presence of the Indian occupation 
force, the Sinhalese ruling class is 
trying to strengthen its position 
with repression, De Mel needed to 
project a stable future for Sri 
Lanka, and a viable Agreement if 
he was to win loans. His position 
‘was untenable. 


INDIA FLOUNDERING 


‘The results of what it boasts as the 
single largest post-1945 airborne 
‘operation are far from what the In- 
dian government intended when it 
faunched its October assanlt. The 
Tigers are nat militarily defeated, 
they have notlosttheir support from 
the oppressed within the Tamil com- 
‘munities, and no alternative Tamil 
leadership has been constructed - 
all necessary if Indian troops are to 


‘Sinhalese chauvinism is agerava- 
ted, the weaker the Sri Lankan 
state becomes, the greater the hat- 
red for them amoog the Tamil 
People 

Behiod the news cordon the 
30,000 strong Indian Peace Keep- 

9g Force (IPKF) is inflicting terr- 
ible suffering upon the Tamil peo- 
ple. LITE figures for 10 October 
t09 January give over2,000 Tamil 
civilians killed, 600 girls rapedand 
168 LTTE fighiers killed inaction 
Indian estimates of refugees run 
from $50,000 1 600,000. 

‘A dusk to dawn curfew in the 
Jaffna region results in Tamil 
fisherman being shot dead as 
‘arms smugglers’. Hunger is used 
to break the will ofthe Jaffna peo- 
ple. Food queues for Indian Army 


rations have been fired upon by In- 
dian troops. IPKF camps occupy 
almost every Tamil village, road 
blocks litter the major routes, 
helicopter gunships and low flying 
aircraft fill the skies. This repres- 

sion has discredited those smaller 
‘groups, PLOTE, Tri-Star etc,(see 
FRET 71) that sought power in 
alliance with the Indian forces. 

‘The bourgeois-led TULF has been 
forced to reject the Indian offer of 
taking over administrative fonc~ 
tions for fear of themselves being 
rejected by the Tami population. 

The Tigers are combining mass 
civil disobedience _ campaigns 
against the Indian and Sri Lankan 
imposed administrative and judi- 
cial machinery with guerilla ac- 
tion. They seek a peaceful setle- 
‘ment with the Indian government, 
and their strategy is directed at for~ 
cing Gandhi to negotiate. Current- 
ly, their activities are concentrated 
in’ the east: it is precisely ‘this 
region which is most heavily sett 
ed by Sinhalese colonisers, and 
‘where the battle fora united Tamil 
state will be fought. 

On 19 January the LTTE dis- 
played their audacity and strength 
When ten guerillas forced their 
way into Batticaloa’s prison and 
released 54 inmates. The Econom- 
ist commented, ‘the psychological 
damage has been done.": India’s 
publicity bubble burst to reveal the 
Tigers’ power still intact. 


On Saturday 6 February Rajwinder Singh will have spent 
‘one year in sanctuary in the Guru Nanak Sikh Temple in 
Bradford. He is ‘a prisoner of the Home Office’ who want 
todeport him to India, Rajwinder isa 30 year old Sikh who 
is mentally and physically disabled and suffers from epi- 
lepsy. Evidence from two consultant psychiatrists shows 
that he is dependent on his family for his well-being. 
When he was separated from them, before coming to 
England, his condition had seriously worsened. Aurie! 
French spoke to Rajwinder's father and mother Gurdev 
and Balbir, and his brother and 


Ravinder Kaur. 
How is Rajwinder after a year in 
sanctuary? 

Gardey He is alright now. Be- 
fore, when be was at home, we 
were worried because immigration 
officers came here and made it 
their everyday’s basiness to harass 
the family. Often Rajwinder 
couldn't sleep at night. Now be 
praysand spends hours looking out 
‘ofthe window atthe trains passing. 
[tis very cold in the hall where he, 
stands. I'm thinking of buying im 
2 train set to have in his room. 
Every night and day now, at leas 
allof the family is together. ITRaj- 
‘winder goes back the family willbe 
divided. 

On 7 January this year the Home 
Office cameta sce you. What were 
‘their proposals? 
BalbirandGurder Thistimethey 
‘were offering return fares to Raj- 
‘winder and one member of the 
family to go to India with him. 
Before they were not giving re- 
turns! But even thea, we are not 


6 Viraj showed that 
weapon to us, you 
know, how and what 
to do. And we will 
‘support Viraj in any 
possible way we 
can. We want him 
to win. 9 


‘rady to poback bose we know 
it be goes back they won't allow 
him 10 come over agtin. We all 
‘work. Anyone of us who goes with 

him would have to leave tei ob 


What are your views on the gov- 
erament’s immigration laws? 
"Gurdev The laws are racist. Due 
to the problems Thad myself with 
‘my passport I know. They didn’t 
believe Rajwinder is a handicap- 
ped boy. They said "He is telling 
lies". Even though he cannot do. 
anything - everything which he 
does we do for him — they just say 
“he is aliar”. There are many cases 
1 know of Indian and Kenyan 
people— women with babies and 
‘old people being sent back even 
though their families can care for 
them here. Itis always black peo- 
ple and especially the poorest peo- 
ple who suffer most 

Kulwant After they'd allowed 
‘me to come over they sent me to a 
‘mental hospital for a check up. 
Gurdev They didn’t send Raj- 
‘winder to that hospital because 
they knew he was like 13 year old 
boy. 


Rajwinder Singh’s family 


few questions. I told my soci 
who wrote to the police chief 
after that nobody came. 


How long do you think Rajwin 
will stay in sanctuary? 

Kulwamt Rajwinder isa prise 
of the Home Office — the sente 
is indefinite, 1's up to the Ho 
Office—when they say he « 
come out permanently then he 
come out. We will carry 0 
maybe 10 years, maybe 20. Vi 
showed that weapon 10 us, ) 


Rajwinder (left) end his brother Kulwant 


Kolwant The British say they are 
Christian. IF Jesus Christ came 
‘over here they wouldn't allow him 
to cross from Heathrow. They'd 
say Oh, he can't come aver here’. 

Gundev and Balbir There were 
‘wo police raids before he went in- 
to sanctuary and both times there 
‘were Sor9 police and immigration 
officers just for Rajwinder. ‘The 
frst time they came at aboot 
2.30pm. They asked us about Raj- 
winder. We told them he was not at 
hhome and had gone out with a 
friend. So he was lucky that time. 
They searched every comer of the 
fhouse. even behind the television, 

Afier_ that, sometimes they'd 
stop their car outside, watching 
everybody, you know, who's com 
ing in, who's going out. 

The next day everyone was at 
‘work and Ravinder was at home. 
AL9.1Sam oF 9’clock they came 
outside and knocked atthe door. 
Ravinder Kaur said nobody was 
at home, 1 am alone here. The 
police officer said he would break 
the door if didn’t open. Iwas very 
frightened at that time and opened 
the door. 

Gurdey Again they searched 
every corner ofthe house and even 
‘went inthe ioft 

Have you been harassed by the 
police since then? 

Gardev Once last year in Sept- 
ember, one police officer and one 
immigration officer came to ask a 


know, how and what todo. And 
will suport Viraj in any possi 
way we can. We want him to wi 
How do you see Rajwinder wi 
ing bis righ ost? 

Kuiwant’ When ll campai 
come together they could win | 
cases, Black and white, ll poy 
together they could win in 
second. 

Gurdev We ean win ofly w 
public support. More camp 
together, more people tose 
then Wearesureto win, 


Rajwinder Singh 
Defence Campaign 
All Night Vigil 
Friday 5 February 6pm 
The Tyrs, Bradford 
Rally, March and 
Public Meeting 
Saturday 6 February, 2pm 


speakers include 
Pattick Wall MP for 
Bradford North 


Rajwinder Singh 
Defence Campaign 
meets every Thurstlay at 
7.30pm Saatih Centre, 
Hallfield Road, Bradtord 


Salema Begum 
nears victory 


Salema Begum, after taking san- 
‘ctuary in the Choriton Central 
(Church, has won a major victory 
that should guarantee her right 
‘to stay inBritain with her parents. 
‘The Home Office treating the 
family as liars forced them to 
undergo a humiliating blood test 
called a DNA fingerprint analysis. 
‘Salema, who is 13, had to under- 
g0 this test to prove that she was 
the daughter of her father Mr 
Guru Miah. The Home Office had 


attempted to deport her, In- 
sisting that she should take her 
blood tests in Bangladesh and 


then, given the result apply to 
return to Britain to join her Fam- 
ily. Inspired by the VMDC an 

sisted by VMDC activists, 
Salema went Into Sanctuary and 


‘won the right to have her tests I 


Britain, 
That she had to go into Sanc- 


‘wary and then undergo the hum 
liation of a DNA test is an indict- 
‘ment of the Home Office's rac- 
sm. But the Home Office are nov 
‘on the verge of utter defeat in 
this 0 
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FIGHT DEPORTATIONS! 


= 
Viraj Mendis 
speaks out 


kt this very moment the Home Office is planning to smash into 
he Sanctuary and deport me to my death in Sri Lanka. Some 
six months of relative press silence was broken in December 
1987 and January this year by a barrage of racist propaganda 
seainst the campaign. The Times, the Sunday Express, the 
daily Star and the Manchester Evening News opened up a 
ficious campaign of lies, personal abuse, and racist attacks on 
nyself, the VMDC and the Church of the Ascension. 


\VIRAJ MENDIS 


Bs is no coincidence. The attacks follow 

& House of Lords ruling against the six 

lenils applying for refugee status. My 
iad been postponed until this deci 


date for my appeal. The Home Of- 

‘hope that these attacks will create a 

of prejudice which wll allow them 

‘nasi into the sanctuary ifthe appeal 
bes aginst me. 


RESS CAMPAIGN AGAINST 


propaganda campaign reached its 
with the Sunday Express on, 3 
1988 in a malicious article en- 
“Student's church sanctuary angers 
. Graham Bell, elsiming to have 
‘my family, presents i i 
fan cutnght hes aft, He 
that my fear of death if deported to 
Lan is ‘sheer nonsense" according to 
family. Nothing in Bell's own article 
ates this, My father is quoted as 
“Lhave not heard from Viraj for 
years, [had no idea what was going 
All this is very upsetting. It is up to 
& fo get in touch with me about coming 
ix.” My family do not at any point 
pic any comment on the political situa- 
fe in Sri Lanka. 1 have been careful not 
Dave any contact with my family in Sri 
jska, because of the danger this would 
fibem in. The Sunday Express reporter 
destroyed allthis. From now on my 
say will be marked people. 
Emagine what would happen if any 
Seber of my family made critical state 
Ses about the Sri Lanka regime and my 
jewn support for the Tamil people. Im- 
what extreme right wing groupings, 
have just assassinated the Chair ofthe 


See partyin Sri Lanka, forallogedly be- 
gio soft on the Tamils, would do to my 
=ily 


ing News followed with a front page 
headline “Drag Mendis out ~ MP" 

If Favell, the Star and the rest ofthe gut- 
ter press represented the rabble-rousing 
side of the Home Office campaign, Kil- 
sroy-Silk, and The Times represented its 
“respectable” side. Robert Kilroy-Silk was 
allowed into the church by Father John 
‘and the campaign in good faith, to host a 


ust some ofthe press attacks on Viraj Mendis. 


The Sunday Express also had Conser- 
‘ative MP for Stockport, Tony Favell, in 
citing fascists to drag me from the church 
Favel called mea ‘conman’, 2 description 
used before by Ray Mills inthe Star. The 
Siar is owned by the Express group and 
Mills has been expelled from the NUI for 
his explicit racism. The Manchester Even- 


discussion on the issue of Sanctuary 
broadcast on BBCI. In fact he was part of 
the Home Office's offensive. His article, 
‘publishedin The Timeson 19 December us- 
‘ed more sophisticated language to come 10 
thesameconclusiomasthe gutlerpress. The 
Times has refused (0 publish our 
reply 


Sounci sabotage 


st there has been an Increase in support for the VMDC from Labour 
trade union members since the Labour Party conference in 1987, 
Labour controlled Manchester City Council has continued its efforts 


sabotage the campaign. 
4 public meeting on the new Immi- 
ion Bill on 16 Janvary called by the 
beigration Aid Unit, Graham Stringer, 
ger of the Council, boasted that whilst 
ECouncil had been unable to hold back 
Tory cus, it had in the last four years 
30 biack people's right to stay in Brit 
| An RCG member pointed out that it 
= not the Council, but ant-lepertation 
mpaigns which had won people's right 
sy and further if the Council was s0 
ss to fight deportations, why was it 
siily withdrawing facilities from the 
Ss important campaign in Manchester 
| YMDC? The council's reactionary 
peat started. with the withdrawal of 
ai's job under racist pressure. Soon 


after, it withdrew the VMDC's photoco- 
ying facilites and then its mailing facili- 
ties. Ithas since then restricted its phone to 
just local calls, cuiting the VMDC off 
from its national support. 

Stringer did not have any direct answers 
to these direct questions. The VMDC is 
‘now planning action w force the council 
restore in full the mailing, telephone and 
stationery facilities previously provided to 
the VMDC. Ithas no illusions that a tough 
fight is required, In December the Council 
used police with dogs to clear the Council 
‘Chamber of 200 demonstrators seeking to 
prevent them from voting through wide- 
spread redundancies. 


Chris Procter 
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HOME OFFICE 
PREPARES MASS 
DEPORTATION OF 
TAMILS 


‘With complete contempt and disregard 
for recommendations from the United 
‘Nations High Commission for Refugees 
‘and Amnesty International, the Home Of- 
fice Is finalising plans to deport up to 50 
‘Tamils currently held in prison in this 
country. The Home Office, despite state 
‘ments from both organisations, insists 
‘that the situation is returning to normal 
In Sei Lankal There are approximately 
another 500 Tamils whose applications 
for asyium are still being processed. But 
the House of Lords ruling against the six 
Tamits in December stating they hadno 
grounds to be granted asylum more or 
ess ensures that the Home Office will 
getits way and deport them to their pos- 
‘ible death in Sri Lanka. Britain will be 
tthe first country in Europe to deport Tam- 
is seeking asylum back to Sri Lanka. 


HOME OFFICE FEARS 
‘SANCTUARY MOVEMENT 


‘The reason for this determined effort 10 
destroy our sanctuary is because of the 
‘potential that sanctuary has as a means of 
fighting deportations in Britain. The new 
Immigration Bill isa full blown attack on 
anti-deportation campaigns. It destroys 
the right of appeal for people who are 
threatened with deportation. The with- 
‘drawal of appeal rights eliminates the time 
to develop mass support and threatens 
them with imninent expulsion. The only 
visble response will be sanctuary, because 
sanctuary will give a breathing space for 
bblack people to start a campaign 10 defend 
themselves. I is in this context that the at- 
tack on me and my sanctuary must be 
ooked at 


MDC BUILDS SUPPORT 


‘The Home Office's campaign to create the 
conditions to smash into the sanctuary is 
not proceeding unopposed. The World 
Council of Churches telefaxed Thatcher 
‘and Hurd calling on them not to smash into 
the Sanctuary. Dr Robert Bradnock, Chair 
of the Liberal Party Foreign Affairs Com- 
‘mittee who has visited Sri Lanka spoke ata 
-VMDC press conference on 22 January 
He explained why be, as an expert on Sri 
Lankan affairs was opposed to my depor- 
tation. He said that in Sri Lanka it was 
widely believed that I was a marked man. 
He concluded that, ‘deporting Viraj would 
be likely to reach’a tragic outcome.” The 
situation in Sri Lanka is still deteriorating 
but Douglas Hurd still insists that itis a 
democracy, Yet Ronnie De Mel, minister 
for Planning and Finance in the National 
arty, has jost resigned from Jayewar- 
‘dene's Cabinet announcing that Sri Lanka 
had not been a democracy since 1982! 

‘The community in which I have lived 
for 14 years is rallying around me. Our 
‘weekly Friday night marches are met by 
local people in Hulme with banners hang- 
ing off the walkways, Every week the 
‘campaign sells our bulletin door to door in 
‘Hulme and Moss Side and every week we 
‘hold street meetings outside the sanctuary 
‘rin the vicinity. 

"Thc sang of toc campaign te Gc 
‘community was shown on 21 January 
‘when following 30 people attending an 
ROG meeting on the Immigration Bill, 
two new campaigns were started up in 
support of Evelyn from Hulme who is 
under threat of deportation to Nigeria, and 
‘Begum who is a British citizen and is not 
allowed to bring her husband into the 
‘county: 

We are ina period which isa watershed 
for the campaign. Tory MP Tony Favell's 
open racist attacks and those of the press 
must be met with an open and firm stand 
by all who are against racism. All pro- 
gressive people and organisations must 
‘make an open stand with VMDC and 
against the racist Home Office 


Join the 
Viraj Mendis 
Defence 
Campaign 
cfoNorth Hulme Centre, 
Jackson Crescent, Hulme, 


Manchester M15 5AL 
(0612343168) 


Join one of these groups. Help 
set one up if there isn't one in 
yourtown. 


World Council 
of Churches 
supports 
Viraj Mendis 


January 1988, the World Council 
of Churches (WCC) renewed its 
support for Viraj Mendis and sent 
two emergency messages to the 
Home Office and 10 Downing 
Street appealing to them not to 
break the sanctuary by force. 


Elizabeth Feris on behalf of the WCC 
Refugee Service wrote ‘We have followed 
with concernthe case of Viraj Mendis 

We appeal to the British Government to 
seek just ways of responding to the case 
and to pledge anew not to enter the sanc- 
tuary by force.” 

In second statement signed by Andre 
Jacques for the WCC Migration Depart- 
ment and Genevieve Jacques for Refugees 
and Human Rights for World YWCA 
said: “We are appalied that despite evi- 
dence including that of Amnesty Interna- 

onal concerning the danger facing Viraj 
should he be returned to Sri Lanka, he is 
still in sanctuary over one year later.” 

1 weat on: ‘We strongly appeal to the 

British Government to do justice and to 
pledge anew not to enter the sanctuary by 
force.” 
‘The Refugee Service also agreed 10 mail 
all their contacts world wide asking for 
prayers for Viraj and letters of protest to 
the British Home Office. 


Ed Jones 


IM Gretney Tenants Association in Hulme 
provide a weekly meal for Viraj. Just 
before Christmas to mark their support for 
him, they held their own party in the 
Sanctuary 

Mi In January, a local vegetarian shop 'On 
‘The Eighth Day’ voted to provide Viraj 
with a meal a day and donate their extra 
food to the YMDC. They haye made a 
special banner supporting Viraj ta display 
‘on Fridays when the regular VMDC dem- 
‘omstration passes their shop, 

Ina gesture of solidarity, 50 NALGO 
stewards from Manchester Town Hall will 
have their stewards meeting in the Sanc- 
tuary on 9 February when they will also 
meet Viraj to discuss the latest stage of his 
campaign. 

Win January two new VMDC support 
groups have been established in Not- 
tingham and Birmingham, They can be 
contacted at VMDC, Birmingham Sup- 
port Group, 24 South Road, Hockley, Bir- 
mingham and VMDC Nottingham Sup- 
port Group, c/o 8 Aubrey Road, Carr- 
ington, Nottingham, 

On Friday 8 January over 80 VMDC 
Supporters marched past the Sunday Ex- 
ress offices to protest against its scur- 
rilons attacks on the campaign. The F 
day 19 February YMDC march will 
have as its theme support for the health 
workers currently fighting the Thatcher 
government. 

On 10 January, a VMDC contingent 
supported the London demonstration 
against Clause 27/28. A VMDC member 
‘was among the 48 people arrested after the 


police attacked the demonstration. 


The Soviet Union in the twenties and thirties o AO 


Was there an 
ALTERNATIVE 


The only way forward for the USSR from NEP was collectivisation and the Five Year 
Plan, Yet, given the immense complexity of the problems it faced, it is not surprising 
that several other solutions were proposed. The party leadership had to fight a 
difficult struggle against both Right and Left Oppositions. 


OF the alternatives rejected by the party, 
Gorbachev singled out for eriticism above 
all the programme of Trotsky: “Troe 
skyism was a political current whose 
‘deologists. took cover behind leftist 
pscudo-revolutionary rhetoric, and in ef- 
fect assumed a defeatist posture.” (piv col 
». 

Inthe period 1920-36, there were 3 ma- 
jor controversies involving Trotskyism: 
the trade union debate; the “bureaucratisa- 
tion of the party’; and the possibility of 
socialism in one country. 

In the first controversy (November 
1920-March 1921), when Trotsky propos- 
ed a policy which Lenin called 
* bureaucratic harassment ofthe trade 
unions.’ (CW 32 p42), Lenin had warned 
the party ebout Trotsky's methods: 
\)..after...an unprecedentedly long, 
detailed and heated discussion... one 
member of the Central Committee [Trot- 
sky], one out of nineteen, forms 2 group 
‘outside the Central Committee and 


presents its-“enllective work as a “plat- 
form", inviting the Party “to. 
choose between two trends!” (CW 32 
pp7l-72). \ 


"After his. last public speech (20. 
Novenber 1922) Letinwasabeto ave 
the party only intermittently ~ without 
‘Lenin's restraint, Trotsky"s methods pos- 
od preter dangers. Lenin ded ia lanoary 
1924, 

From July 1923, the party faced one of 
its strictest ests. A wave of tikes Was ac- 
companied by a worsening economic 
crisis which threatened the alliance bet- 
‘ween the workers and the peasants. Inter- 
nationally. the German revolution, the 
success of which would have rescued the 
USSR from its encirclement, seemed tobe 
approaching 2 critical point. 

At this critical point, Trotsky began a 
campaign witha letter to the Central Com- 
mittee on 8 October, followed in 
December by a series of articles (The New 
Course). 

His_main criticism was that; “The 
bureaucratization of the Purty apparatas 
hhas developed to unheard-of propor- 
tions ..°. Posing as the champion of 
‘democracy’ he claimed that: the youth 
(more particularly, the student youth) 
could correct the excesses of bureaucracy. 

Was there any substance to these 
isms? At no point inthe controversy 
otsky cite typical cases or general 
ics. He simply did not confront the 
immense problems facing the party, based 
(on the material conditions ofthe masses. 

‘The most elementary requirement for 
party democracy, a politically educated 
‘membership, was almost entirely lacking. 
‘This was not because ofthe ‘bureaucracy’, 
bout because the basic pre-conditions — 
literacy and a press ~ barely existed. 

‘Thus in 1922, about 50% of the entire 
population was illiterate -in the party 
itself, 92.7% of the party had 4 years or 
less education, and 4.6% of the members 
wereactually illiterate. Fora population of 
140m, the press had a circulation of 
1.5m -~ an official survey of 1924 revealed 
that there were virtually no subscribers or 
readers in the countryside. 

In large areas of Soviet life, the party 
had virtually no presence. Even in the in- 
dustrial working class, the party was not 


PATRICK NEWMAN 


s) 


FRFI has opened its pages to a 
debate on the role of the Soviet 
Union, both past and present. 
Patrick Newman has begun this. 
Thisis the second of three articles 
‘on the report given by Mikhail Gor- 
bachev on the 70th anniversary of 
the Russian Revolution. After the 
‘concluding article we will be prin- 
ting replies to Patrick Newman 
and we welcome readers views on 


Above: Leon Trotshy who completely 
\egnared the war danger 

strongly represented; and in the coun- 
‘ryside it barely existed. 

Facing these gigantic tasks was a 
membership literally exhausted by civil 
‘war and harsh living conditions. A survey 
‘ina mural area revealed that 33% ofthe par- 
ty members were suffering from ‘shat- 
tered nervous systems’ and only 10% were 
reasonably fit. 


FROM A TRIFLE TO A SPLIT 


Working class discontent, a difficult 
economic situation, 2 beleaguered party 
‘gradually fighting its way forward — these 
then were the circumstances in which 
‘Trotsky made his appeal. 

At sach a dangerous moment, a trifling 
criticism of the party by the intelligentsia 
could Jead to a split within its ranks. In 
relation to the Soviet Union, this is the 
‘essence and the danger of Trotskyism. 

‘The Politburo realised the danger: this 
so-bureaucratic leadership opened the col- 
tung of Pravda for five weeks from 7 
November, and held public meetings 10 
discuss the issue. 

The discussion which continued. until 
the 13th Party Conference (16-18 January 
1924) showed the extent of Trotsky’s ap- 
peal. In the Moscow district he may have 
had the support of the majority af party 
cells in higher educational institutions; 
only 36% of the whole membership, 
and 19% of the cells of industrial workers. 
With the exception of a handful of small 
provincial wwns, his support outside 
Moscow was minimal. The only real 
danger was posed by the substantial 
minority support from cells in the Red Ar- 
my in Moscow. 


At the Conference (16-18 January 
1924), Trotsky’s supporters’ vague mo- | 
tioa recommending *. ..a regime of ac- 
tivity on the part of the pany masses.” 
received 3 votes out of 128. Gorbachey 
underlines the result: "the party's rul- 
ing nucleus, headed by Joseph Stalin, had 
safeguarded Leninisin in an ideological 
strogzl.”(pivcol3) 


SOCIALISM IN ONE COUNTRY 


The thind issue, and one of the main 
positions associated with Trotsky, is iden- 
tified by Gorbachev thus: “Trotsky and the 
Trowskyites. negated the possibility of 
building “socialism in conditions of 
capitalist encirclemeat.’(p iv colum 3). 

Lenin and the Bolsheviks had always 
seen the Russian Revolution as a spur to 
revolutions in the more industrially ad- 
vanced countries. But by 1922, the post- 
‘war wave of revolutions had ebbed. 


+= genuine upsurge of the socialist 
economy in Russia will become possible 
only after the victory of the proletariat in 
the most important countries in Europe.” 

‘na later speech (1 November 1926) he 
defined a real advance in socialist 
economics...‘ as *.-.n0 antagonism 
‘between town and country, general con- 
Aent, prosperity, culture.” clearly showing 
that he was thinking of an advanced stage 
of socialism. 

But ithe meantime, what would hap- 
pen to the Russian revolution? Trotsky's 
main opponent, Stalin, answered blualy 
“According to this plan [ie Trotsky’s}, 
there is Dut one prospect left for our 
revolution: to vegetate in its own con- 
tradictions and rot away while waiting for 
the world revolution. (CW’6p385) 

Inthe same article (17 December 1924) 
Stalin firstangued that, while the complete 
victory of socialism required the united ef- 
forts of the workers of several countries, 

the victory of socialism in one coun- 
try... is quite possible and probable.” 
(CW6p.387), 

Tn the context, Stalin clearly meant the 
eventual victory of the worker-peasant 
alliance over the remnants of capitalism 
(NEP-men, kuiaks) 

What were Trotsky's proposals for the 
immediate future for the USSR? Instead of 
independence from the “world economy", 
it should increase its import-export trade: 
and 2 policy of concessions 10 foreign 
capitalism *.—.should be given the 
greatest importance.’ (‘Toward 
Capitalism or Socialism?" November 
1925). 

Within the Soviet Union, he proposed an 
accelerated programme of industralisa- 


‘Hon, and 10 deal with the growing Kulak 


menace by means of an *. .. all-sided 
limitation of their efforts at exploite- 
sion... [by means of]... 8 steeply pro- 
_gressive tax system.” (The Platform ofthe 
‘Opposition September 1927). 

‘The kulaks soon showed what they 
‘would do with such half-measures as 
“limitation” by murdering Soviet grain 
procurement agents. The kulaks had to be 
destroyed asaclass — notlimited. The only 
{question was to choose the right moment to 


strike hard, decisively. and quickly. The 


OADBOTANOE 
f BREAMTEAEN 


‘Party was not yet ready to do this, and to 
begin industralisation —in the context, 
‘Trotsiy’s criticism was *pseudo-leftis” 
‘hetoric. and he was expelled from the par- 
‘yin November 1927, 


THE USSR BETRAYED 


In exile, Trotsky gave a much fuller ex- 
position of his ideas on socialism in one 
‘Sountry. His major workis The Revolution 
Betrayed (completed August 1936), which 
has served Trotskyist groups ever since as 
the souree oftheir criticisms ofthe Soviet 
Union, 

‘Acknowledging the success ofthe heavy 
industries as *..a gigantic con- 
quest... (1973 New Park od pl), he 
points out that by comparison with the ad 
anced capitalist countries (especially the 
US and Germany) industrial production is 
Sill ata low level pp 15-17), 

Ii opposition to *-.. several _an- 
‘nouncements of the ‘complete triumph of 
socialism in the Soviet Union..." (p'60), 
he argues that the USSR is sill going 
through a preparatory stage in. which 
* the growth of production has so far 
strengthened not the socialist, but the 
bourgeois features of the stat." (p 113) 
The qualtyof productions very poor, and 
the general living standard of the people is 
tow. 


The problems of the Saviet economy 
arise from the rule of the bureaucracy and 
privileged layers, amounting to 12-15% of 
the population (19-24m people), of which 
the backbone isthe 2m strong Conmunist 
Pany (pp 138, 139), 

‘There are two major weaknesses in his 
argument: 

Firstly. for all his “internationatism', 
Trotsky ‘completely ignored the war 
danger and the distorting effect it had on 
the Five Year Plans. 

‘The First Plan had to be drastically 
revised upwards (heavy industries by 
26.2%) at the end of 1929 as the direct 
‘esol ofthe threat of war in the Far East 
Following the ‘Manchurian Incident’ 
(18-19 September 1931) it became clear 
that Japan was actively preparing for war. 

The Soviet Union was extremely 
vulnerable. In 1928-9 industry could not 
Yet produce light machine guns or tanks; 
ot until the Spring of 1932 did the Sov 
Pacific flect come into being ~itthen con- 
sisted of one submarine! 

The USSR was now threatened on two 
fronts -the distances between were such | 


(about 10,000 km) that from the end 
1931 it had to plan for two sets of arn 
sand fo munitions industries, 

The Second Five Year Plan was e 
‘more directly affected by the war dang 
Jn 1933 Hier came to power 
Germany the conquest of the So 


‘Union was a art of his p 
gramme: Defence expenditure as 2 p 
‘portion ofthe total budget rose from 3.. 


in 1933 to 16.1% in 1936, This hs 
‘devastating effect on the planning proce 

Secondly, Trotsky completely wad 
values the Social gains of the Five ¥ 
Plans. 

‘Always. quick 10 compare Soviet 
dustry unfavourably to capitaist indus 
in Germany or the US, he made 10 
comparisons when considering the so 
achievements of the Plans. As a rule 
‘only mentions these achievements in on 
to denigrate them. The main exceptio 
the abolition of uneimployment he si 
ly leaves unmentioned. 

Thus his only reference to the sew 
hour working day is that“. . [it] is be 
more and more sacrificed to higher p 
ductivity,” (p126). Similarly he gli 
refers to"... the abolition of a series 
free services... (p124)~ without ex 
saying what these are. He complained t 

1935 only 55.7% of the target for ho 
ing was reached (p! 16).The reader wo 
fot guess that even in the hardest yea 
1930-31, 305,000 new houses were bu 
What wouldn't workers in capitalist co 
tries give for such a half-fulfilled plan’ 

‘What practical conclusions did Trot 
rave from his analysis? His advice 10 
youth ofthe Soviet Union was to 
‘underground and tear to struggle 
temper their character for their funure 
163). But what was the future for 
Soviet Union? 

In 1936, with the Soviet Uni 
desperately racing against time Vo fi 
against the largest, best-armed capital 
army ever, Trotsky had this to say to 
underground supporters in the Sov 
‘Union: “Ifthe [eoming] war should rem 
only a war, the defeat ofthe Soviet Una 
‘would be inevitable... Its not paral 
cd by revolution in the West, impen 
will sweep away the regime whic 
from the October revolution.” ( 

Trotsky’s prophecy was refuted by # 
victory of the Soviet Union in « 
1941-1985 war, a victory based on 4 
success of collectivisation and the F 
Year Pans. 


FIGHT RACISM! FIGHT IMPERIALISM! FEBRUARY 1985 


+ British audience which knows 

sng of South Africa at first and, 

‘can learn precious lite from the 
sormal channels of the capital 
ass media, Richard Atten- 
Serough's film isa moving introduc 
Sen 10 the liberation struggle, 

From its vivid opening scenes of 
destruction at Crossroads, the film 
setles quickly into its first main 
heme - the politics of Steve Biko as 
seen through the eyes of white 
sewspaper editor Donald Woods. 

ods is at first hostile to the 
Feremost exponent of Black Con- 
sscusness, whom he labels a “black 
mist, but is forced to reconsider as. 
Biko exposes Woods to the realities 
= life for black people. A vist toa 
Swnship hits Woods (and the u- 
Seoce) in the guts. Blko and his 
Pemnrades are well able to speak for 
Bemselves: 

‘We've got to teach our children 


BIKO 
WRITINGS 


The Testimony of Steve Biko, 
Srafton Books, £2.95. 


= 1975/6, Sats Cooper and eight 
ser from the South African 
Seecents Organisation and the Black 
People’s Convention were on trial 
Sr ‘ervorism and faced death. This 
easthe Black Consciousness treason 
Sai. Steve Biko was called as 
feness for the defence. He had al- 
say been banned and thus silenced 
sFscally for three years. Biko used 
be witness stand as a platform and 
Brough five days of testimony gave 
peice 10 the needs of the black op- 
sessed. Biko’s sharp exchanges 


4 © FIGHT RACISM FIGHT IMPERIALISM! FEBRUARY 19 


£976: Soweto youth take to the streets 


REVIEWS 


— 


black history, tell them of black 
heroes, our black culture, so they 
‘don’t face the white man believing 
they're inferior.” 

‘The sysiem cracks down. Mapetls 
is murdered by the police, other 
‘comrades detained. There is a 
serious distortion in the film's treat- 
ment of Biko's own death: the doe- 
tors raised no complaint and assisted 
inthe security police murder ~ white 
privilege came before the Hip- 
pocratic Oxth. 

‘The film enters a second stage, 
Because he has stood by his friend- 
ship with Steve and his own liberal 
principles, Woods is driven into 
Fighting the system so thatthe truth 
about Biko's life and death can be 
‘heard. An adventure ensues as the 
family escapes so that Woods can 
publish his book on Biko, which he 
believes he isin the best position to 
write 

Thisis contentious ground. Aten- 
borough ringstothe fore the Woods 
family and, because they have taken 


with the prosecution are an example 
‘oF how to conduct a battle in hostile 
‘enemy territory. 


I write what I like, Steve Biko, 
Penguin Books, £3.95. 


‘This collects Biko’s articles, written 
as Frank Talk, interviews, briefings 
‘and memorands, as well as an extract 
from his lestimony in the treason 
‘Wal. Biko writes: 


“The basic problem in South Africa 
has been analysed by liberal whites 
asbeing apartheid, They argue that 
in onder to oppose it we bave to 
form nos-racial groups. . The 
thesis, the antithesis and the syn- 
thesis have been ‘mentioned by 
some great philosophers asthe car- 
inal points around which any 
social evolution revolves. For the 
liberals, the thesis is apartheid, the 
antithesis is non-racalism, but the 
synthesis is very feebly defined 
They want to tell the blacks that 


experience 
‘with Biko’s. The security police now 
Keep 2 26 hour vigil oe thir 
front door. But we are not told, for 
instance, that in the last year of his 
life Biko was detained three times, 
‘00 one occasion for 101 days. 

Neither do we learn what 

10 the black comrades (Peter Jones, 
arrested with Biko, spent 533 day 
‘detention, was then banned and later 
became the Vice-President of the 
‘Azanian People’s Organisation). 

‘This shift of emphasis earned sting 
ing review inside South Africa, en- 
titled °Cry Exploitation’,from Black 
‘journalist Sam Mabe: 

“Iwas hard to understand bow Sir 
Richard could have ignored the fact 
‘that 18 organisations, most of them 
Black Consciousness and Two 
black Tewspapers ... were 
banned’. 

‘Today the racist regime is still con- 
sidering whether to allow the film 10 
go on public release. In Britain, 


they see integration as the ideal 
solution. Black Consciousness def- 
ines the situation differently. The 
thesis is in fact @ strong white 
racism and therefore the antithesis 
{othis must, pso facto, bea strong 
solidarity amongst the blacks on 
whom this white racism seeks to 
prey. Out of these to situations 
we can therefore hope to reach 
some kind of balance ~ a true hum- 
‘nity where power politics will 
have no place. (p06) 
Barney Pityana's introduction is 
disappointing - an opportunity to 
inform the reader of current trends in 
Black Consciousness is missed - see 
FRFI74 AZAPO interview 


No Fears Expressed, Steve 
Biko, Skotaville Publishers, 
£2.95, 


‘This booklet of quotations from Biko 
‘on a numberof themes expresses the 
clarity of his thought. The excellent 


‘edit that the film finally returns to 
the impact of Biko and Black Coo- 
cciousness in its final scenes of the 
Soweto 1976 students’ revolt. 

The post 1976 generation have 
‘barely paused for breath. The black 
‘oppressed of South Africa will bethe 
[primary movers in their liberation, 
bat they need not Fight alone. Britain 
is the world's number one backer of 
‘South Africa. Those who wish 10 
direct emotions stirred by ‘Cry 
Freedom’ sbould join with Fight 
Racism! Fight Imperialism! in 
building solidarity movement to 
‘break British collabaration with 
apartheid, amovement which is wor- 
thy of the great revolutionary Banti 


Steve Biko. 
Andy Higginbottom 


foreword by Millard Arnold assess- 

(es Biko’s significance: 
“The freedom from fear was Biko's 
‘most substantial contribution . . 
Biko did not merely articulate the 
need for a lack of fear, he was 
‘himself the physical embodiment 
of fearlessness. ““To understand 
me correctly”. he noted, “you 
Ihave to say that there were no fear: 


No.46—Steve Biko, Hilda 
Bemstein, Intemational Def- 
‘ence and Aid Fund, £3.50 


He died on 12 September 1977 ag- 
ed 30, Biko was the fory-sixth 
political detainee to die im security 
police detention since 1963. This 
booklet reports the inquest which 
for once forced into the open the 
‘brutal collaboration berween the 


‘Andy Higginbotiom 


ORGANISE 
WITH FRFI 


RCG members and supporters are coming together ina 
series of dayschools to discuss questions central to the 
communist movement. In November 1987 we held day 

schools entitled “Lenin on the national democratic revol- 
ution’. It is important for communists engaged in build- 
ing solidarity with national liberation movements to con- 
sistently assess and discuss the issues facing those move- 
ments and the different trends within them in order to 
pes the most effective solidarity. 


their own alliance with imperial- 
ism: the source of their own social 
and political privileges, 

This is why we are seeking to 
discuss and debate the issues fac- 
ing the South African liberation 
‘movement, Our consistent solidar- 
ity work in City Group has brought 
us into contact with different 
forces in the liberation movement, 
‘Their voices must be heard. 


LORNA RI 


Atour November dayschoot David 
Reed, editor of Fight Racism! 
Fight Inperialism!, explained the 
main differences between the 
Menshevik, Bolshevik and Trot- 
sky's analysis of the 1905 and 1917 
Russian revolutions. David Reed 
stated thatthe participation of the 
Troluonissinedat wining be, Fue, deacools ae being 
= "© held on the role of the working 
et publ plea they or women 
sade the eatery of te Geran, tne nh olan 
: and the implications of lasnost 
preparing for emt comeing WN pereatrosia or the Scvict 
Union, We weleome all comments 
oon the series of anticles Patrick 
‘Newman has written on Gorbach- 
ev's speech, 
completion of the bourgeois revo- 
lution to which the interests of the ACTIVITY IN JANUARY 
‘working class mast be subori~ tn Janaary RCG branches in Lon- 
‘ted: the second being the socialist Gon and Manchester held public 
‘revolution consigned to the distaM meetings on the Immigration Bill 
future, Whilstthe Mensheviks Sut~ 9 build opposition to the bill and 
readered the ieress of he Work- oppor fr our eomrade Vin who 
ing class to the bourgeoisie in the "leading the fight against im- 
democratic revolution, Trowky Situ’ ny. by 1p tesuy 
argued the idealist view thatthena- Frances Webber, Barrister, andthe 
tional democratic revolution could ffarion Gaim Defence Campatna 
only be made under the dictator~ shared x platform withthe RCG in 
‘ship of the proletariat. He failed to. meeting in Stoke Newington and 
grasp the concrete process ofevo- in "Peckham immigration lawyer 
Juion involving allaces with Chis Randal poe on ou plat 
forees. form. In summing up hs introive- 
‘Lenin understood that the pro- tion Chris said that the Viraj Men- 
Jetarian revolution was one revolU- gis Defence Campaign was a ‘clar- 
tionary process which passes. jon call and thatthe political 
through different phases. He ett tha wins" 
argued thatthe role ofthe working "in Manchester on 21 January 
class and its party is to fight o en- 
sure that their intrest are impos- 


‘onthe revolion, Lenin wa al 
oabletoundersand datatditter. | |, FRFI Fund Drive 
The January FR fund dive rae 
tntstagesofthe revolutionary tru. | Th Janus FREI fund deve rls 
gle the working clas, inorder to. | $4 £400 £100 fess than our 
vance is own interes, would. | £00 sort rt We cow 
forge llinces with diferct clas | Sue'vtjer cortwtetone $3 
foress. The debate im the Russian | Sustaining, FRE, All conta 
‘movement wat essentially about | Hons alow us fo keep the price 
hich frees would be the most_| our paperiow wich lows x 
Consistent opponents of Tsarism, | many peopleas posable tobave 
who would carry through the ma- access to It. Make 8 regular 
tinal democrat revolution, pledge. Jon oneot our support 


This very ime being dicune- |S, Supe t help ae money 


edinthe movemeat in South Africa 
amongst different political forces, | Cheques/pastal orders payable 
ii thetrade unions and within tae | ‘0 tarkln Publloations’. Post to 
Township. Thie debate ie vital fer. | FR, BCM Box 5908, London, 
all communists and makes itallthe | WC1NSXX 
‘more important that all voices in | | dodo not want you to publish 
the South African movement are | mY neme/organisation 

heard in Britain. Social Demo- | name 
cracy which ncludesthe AAM and | Organisation, 
labour Party in Britain, on the 

other hand, does not want the 
terests ofthe working class and op- 
pressed 10 be debated and. pro- 
Imoted. They seck to silence any 
‘ice or positon that wil threaten 


Dear FRA, 
(On January 30 workers returned 
rom their Xmas holiday to find they 
hd been sacked from their obs at 
Mark One clothes shop. When they 
vere aken onal 30a been 
promised full-time jobs, but on being 
sacked they were only temporary taf. 
“The reaom given forthe scking was 
that sales were teow expected levels 
This remains totally unsobsatiated 
andthe real reason fr their 
vietimisation that all 30 wockers 
‘were non-anionsed and occupied low- 
pu jos — the majority are women 
‘On 9 January a picket was held outside 
the Mark One store fo encourage a 
consumer boyout. One ofthe main 
unions at Mark One, the T&GWU, 
‘hasbeen cotaciod Via the Trade 
sion Resource Cente but has ot 
responded. With this background of 
inlatio, tree of the more desperate 
‘workers went cap-in-band tothe 
bosses and go their jobs tack. 

Susan Hannaby son became the 31st 
‘worker foe scked when he returned 
ter being on sick lave ordered by 
‘oer doctor. Despite er doctor's ote 
she was illegally sacked for being 
Swsanis als now unionsed 

“The second picker was held on 
Stray 16 Jamuary bur had ite 
suppor. The protests have been 
supported by several eft arganistions 
but hae failed to mobilise the unions. 
Itlooksas ifthe union representatives 
ae ging tole their 28 colleagues go 
pected, while their suggle goes 
conalone 


In solidarity 
Adam 


Birmingham 


Pi 
Tis dy Net 


AY 


nee) 
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ints pointed out that Stringer had 
in fact withdrawn the offer of a job 
‘o Vira} and greed to ban the 
MDC demonstration in Novem- 
ber. More mectings on the Im- 
migration Bill are being held in 
Leeds, York, Birmingham and 
Glasgow in February. 

The RCG offers consistent sup- 
port and solidarity to those fighting 
racism and imperialism world 
wide, so last month our comrades 
‘marched alongside the Palestinian 
people, the Irish people on the 
Bloody Sunday commemoration 
march in London, the Aborigine 
people outside Australia House on 
‘Australia Day. We marched with 
lesbians and gay men against 
‘Clause 28 which secks to outlaw 
the promotion of homosexuality by 
local councils, we marched against 
the Alton Bill and we stood by our 
‘comrade Simone in court In Feb- 
ruary we are mobilising all our 
‘members and supportersto workin 
‘support of the nurses and NHS 
workers fighting back against the 
Tory attacks on the welfare state. 
Joins. 


Kim Coleman’ speaking. for. the 
IRCG shared a platform with Vira} 
Mendis, Anwar Dita who suc- 
eessfully won her campaign 
against deportation und. Barbara 
‘Ahmed who is currently fighting to 
be united with her husband from 
Pakistan, From the mecting two 
‘women Evelyn and Begum are set- 
{ing up campaigns to fight their 
cases against the immigration 
laws. 

The spirit and positive proposals 
for action atthe Manchester RCG 
meeting were in drcct contrast 10 
the blustering excuses for the 
Labour Party's appalling recordon 
immigration given by Tony Lloyd, 
MP for Stretford and Graham 
Suringer, leader of Manchester C- 
ty Counell, Lloyd argued for ‘fair 
‘migration controls" and deserib- 
ced the Immigration Bll as “unfair 
Stringer went further in trying t0 
‘conceal the Labour Party's support 
for immigration laws. He had the 
‘audacity to claim that the council 
had helped 30 people in Manches- 
ter win thir fight against deports- 
tion, RCG comrades and Anwar 


SPECIAL FUND 


We have raised £2,500 towards our £10,000 
special fund. This leaves £7,500 stil tobe rale- 
‘ed. Plans are laid to hold a series of bazaars ane 
fumble sales forthe fund, However Ifwe are to 
{each ou target in Apel we need you to help us. 
‘Second hand Boak/record stalls in colleges, 
‘sponsored events and donations are all needed 
{oraise the money we need. Help the RCG to 
‘ase tis vitally needed money. 


HB NOJUSTICE FOR 
THE IRISH 


‘Dear FRFI 
small maners as wells large there 
isa justice for iis people in British 
‘courts. Readers of FRFI know that my 
family was besten up by the 
‘Meropolitan Police on 8 March ast 
year (sce FRFT67). Inthe Magistrates 
Cour they were all fod guilty of 
being drunk - except ny sister Aine 
‘She hada respectable job 

In Southwark Crown Court on28 
and 29 January ani-trish prejudice 
was used to defeat our appeal. The 
police sax! my family were celebrating 
‘Patrick's Day and mast have been 
drunk and fighting each oer. When it 
‘was pointed out hat St Patrick's Day 
is 17 March, the police replied that 
Irish people in England celebrate iton 
8Manh. 

‘The Judge st be had wo choose 
between my family’s acount and the 


+& [SUPPORT THE £10,000 FUND DRIVE * 
enclose. donation 


pledge £___monthily (Please send me a 
‘standing order form) 

want _- _ copies of each issue of FRFI to sell each 
month. 


| want to help organise fundraising events 


police's, The pie would mati so 
the appeal was dismissed. Healso 
imposed costs. My brother Mathew,» 
labourer, and sister Eber, 
unemployed singe parent, now have 
copay anextra £30, 

Tf you're rsh you not only eet 
injustice, you have wo pay fort 
Terry O'Halloran 
sada 


@ STRAIGHT TALK 


(On Saturday 9 January. afer returning 
from the march apains clause 28, the 


people 
‘with member of the SW? abou the 
march. [asked had be been onthe 
march. ‘No, {dont support that be 
repli. Why no? “Because m 
straight 
id hie that many straight people, 
incinding SWP members suppor gay 
right and had attended the march. He 
replied, What would my workmates 
inkif they saw me on the march on 
TV? Tca'toope wit arguing for gay 
and lesbian rights whea Thave enough 
‘on ny plate arguing aginst racism and 
for Socialis.” 
‘Yours inthe 
Jem Hicks 
London 


PLAYING THE 
GAME 


Dear FRE 
1 would keto ask FRFLif there’ 
‘campaign agaist he 1988 Olympic 
games being bel in Soa: if there is 
‘otthen thee shouldbe, Allsocalss 
and commas who are genuine in 
{bet opposition to racism, fascism and 
imperialist aggression surly would 
recognise a need fora campaign. 

“To remain lem over this issue will 
otonly give credence tothe fascist 
segime in South Kore, btit will also 
cxcese USimperialism in their quest 
forimperas expansion 

‘Where next for World sporting 


venues? Chile, Paraguay, or even 
racist South Aftica? 

‘Yours for peace and people 
Nugent 

Surrey 


LETTERS 


FRFI welcomes letters from readers. Please send 
them to FRFI BCM Box 5909, London WC1N 3XX 


‘but we have something to offer bey 
the predictable spread the strike" 
the abstract ‘General strike now 
‘which wil arise ithe NHS struge! 
takes off Iis this that beyond the 
‘welcome and vital trade union 
solidarity which canbe extended lo 
NHS fighters, there isa whole 
working class: women, black peop 
the unemployed and poor who mus 
brought to the practical ad of this 
struggle. Surely this is the essence 


tency moverci of wich we 
ISTHE RIGHT TO pee a one 
FIGHT BACK mee: sex 

Dear FRFI. * Dundes pee 

1n 1985 worked for Brih Rain 

Manchester. [asad onthe 

suspicion of tet of apasenger's 

{jewellery worth £70,000.1 was taken @ THANKS 

from Manchestrtoapoice ston in Dear FRFI, 

Liverpool. Atte police sition war On22 Janay th jury xt Wes 
eaten and racially abused. wat County Coat ound ny case again 
neveriakeniocoor=thechares the polis for seal assault 
tere dropped. po 
Téccdedotakeactonagsistthe "Tanto thank my comrades in 


police, but before I could tke my ease 
fo cour they decided to make another 
charge against me, 1 was charged with 
‘Sealing £3.50 from British Rail. This 
time it went to magistrates’ courtand 


‘AA and my organisation the RCG, 
supporting me. Lit hadn’theen fo 
-RCG and my comrades init who a 
<edicatedto fighting against injut 
and racism, following through 3c 


was given a conditional discharge. like mine would have been en tm 
[Because ofthis second case, Host the more dificult a an individual, Ths 
legal aid for my action against the ‘you everyone fo supporting me. 


police. Ihave had to appeal tothe Law 
Society tory to getit back, My union, 
the NUR, did nothing to try to defend 
sme. Ihave sen Labour MP Bob 
Litherland for hip, bul weeks later 1 
a il waiting fora response 

Teall onall readers of FRFI 10 take the 
‘side of black people fighting agains 
police tacks. have the right to 
‘demand justice. We have the right to 
fightback. We can only doitby 


Yours in solidarity, 
‘Simone Dewhurst 


1 INTERNATIONAL 
‘SOLIDARITY 


comrade from the strug for sel 
determination of the Basque peopl 
His own brother was murdered by 
‘uta Spanish otc. 
‘Thiscomrade saw he struggle 
Irish people asone andthe sare 
of the Basque people. The ten you 
‘men who died of starvation, murs 
by the Bish state ae regarded 
‘heroes by the Basque youth who i 
repression torture ani death equal 
that inthe Six Counties of ela 
‘The comrade tld me that these 
Basque youth hing forthe 
Sandinista government in Nicara 
head just returned fom Nicarag 
himself. True ineroational solid 
e thought the Noa Stop Picke! 
necessary and militant action ae 
‘was no surprised when told bi 
the opportunism of the official AA 
‘The Non-Siop Picket, because o 
progressive stand, tracts progres 
poopl fom all over the word 
‘Vivathe Basque poope'struge 
{or self determination! Viva Herr 
Batasuna! 
‘Yours in Strugee, 
Ann Burrows 
London 


ESSENCE OF THE 
NEW MOVEMENT 


Dear FREI, 

Myself and my comrade Angela were 
selling papers in Dundee City Cente 
1 was saying to people ‘Defend the 
[NHS - don’t let the hospital workers 
stand alone against this government,” 
‘However, twas the case hat Angels 
and wer standing alone! For the first 
timel can remember there were no 
‘other socialist groups prevent ust a 
the point when the resistance 10 
Thatcher is coming froma section of 
their “working clas", ethe hospital 
workers, these groups were not there. 
‘Comrades, le us not fl intothis trap. 
‘We were slow off he mark withthe 
‘mince’ trike, but our position of ‘Go 
‘at tothe people’ isthe way forward in 
thisinstance a5 isin many ares of 
struggle, We might be few in number. 


Viraj Mendis 
Defence 
Campaign 
London Support 
‘© Take the side ofall those struging against imperialism— Rhea? 
Join the RCG! ‘Defend the 
‘© A movement must be built in Britain in solidarity with the Sanctuary - Viraj 
struggling peoples of ireland, South Africa, Palestine, Central is Will Stay’ 
America. Help us to do this—Joln the RCG! Mendi y 
‘¢ A movement must be built herein Brtala which stands PUBLIC MEETING 
with the oppressed fignting racism, repression and poverty. Taretey 38 fetranry 70pm 
Help us build this movement—Joln the RCG! Trends loose 173477 Exton 
‘© A movement must be built which challenges and defeats Food London NWA opposite 
the treachery of the opportunist leaders of Britain's Labour ‘Euston Station) 
and trade union movement-—Joln the RCG! paras 
{wish to joinirecelve more information about the RCG es toler. 
Name Tel Paul Weller, Viraj Mendis 
Detence Campaign Other 
Address ‘speakers nvtes 
Return to: FR, BGM Box 6909, Landon WCIN XX Admission: S0p/25p unwages 


GRENADA 


International Conference: 
Towards anti-imperialist 
unity. 
11/12/13 MARCH 1988 


218 Lambeth Rosd, London 
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in 1982, health workers questioned 
TUC ‘support’. in 1988 the Labour Party 
and the TUC will hold back the fight 


 ancw heart unit at Great Ormond Street 
hildren’s Hospital is running at half 
1th because of staff shortages 
Win April 1987 30% of nurses earned 
der £120 per week, 
‘99 out of 158 District Health Authori 
-s who responded told the Labour Party 
they would be overspent in 1987/8, 
34 out of 131 DHAs in a survey said 
they had closed or would close beds. 3,000 
beds have heen closed by S7.DHAs, 
another survey found that 113 DHAs 
faced a £75m deficit by April 1988. 
H Trent Regional Health Authority was 
"sold that it woud only get waiting list in- 
siative money if it was spent on BUPA 


vate day surgery units on six NHS sites 
TRCN President, Maud Storey, voted 
for cuts in West Berkshire Health Author- 
ty. RCN education officer, John Wells, 
vyoted for cuts in Brent Health Authority. 


| Mi The future HHS: © skeleton service 
forthe poor, staffed by tow paid workers 


‘This page was produced by Terry 
O'Halloran. Reports provided by 
Dave Burton, Robert Clough, Worth 
Manchester General Hospital dac- 
tor, Prestwich Hospital student 
nusse and Bob Other 
material provided by Doug Land- 
‘man (CORSE/MUPE Joint Action 


Committee) 


Since FRFI74 the government's plans to destroy the NHS have 


become clearer. On 25 January, 


‘an interview on Panorama, 


Thatcher proposed expansion of private provision and tax relief 
on private health insurance. She made it clear that the 
government review af the NHS, a private review controlled by the 
Cabinet, would consider ‘all possibilities’. The deliberate 
rundown of the NHS is aimed at ensuring that the ensuing 
proposals — a ‘hi-tech’ de luxe service for those who can pay and 
basic skeleton provision for the poor - will be accepted by those 
who have gained in Thatcher's Britain. 


The last month, however, has seen grow- 
ing resistance from healthworkers (see re- 
ports) and this month will see strike action 
and demonstrations throughout the coun 
tty. Already the Manchester nurses and 
blood transfusion workers have forced the 
governmentto retreat. The growing resist 
ance is also throwing up daily lessons in 
‘who can be relied upon to defend the NHS 
and who cannot. 

‘When the Manchester nurses went on 
strike Kinnock urged them ‘not to compro- 
mise their professionalism” by striking 
Labour health spokesperson Robin Cook 
said that the nurses’ action would ‘confuse 
the isgues'. COHSE general secretary 
Hector Mackenzie accused them of ‘jump- 


ing the gun’. NUPE opposed the action of 
the Blood Transfusion Service workers 
(the unions had negotiated away the meals 
allowances in the firs place). The Labour 
Party NEC, at the instigation of NUPE 
member Tom Sawyer, rejected Tony 
Benn’s motion of unambiguous support 
for strike action in favout of an anodyne 
‘expression of support for ‘protest’. Whilst 
union leaders have been forced to go slong 
with the action planned for this month. 
they have prevented ambulance staff from 
joining in. 

The professional defenders of the NHS 
have also started to reveal the limits 0 
their concern. Three Royal College presi 
dents who attacked the government in 


Nurses strike 
stops Tories 


The 24 hour strike on 8 January by night shift nurses at North Manches- 
ter General Hospital was a major success. Four days later the govern- 
ment backed down from cutting special allowances to nurses which 
would have cut wages by up to £40 per week. No other kind of action 


would have had the same effect. 
Some nurses in North Manchester had 
taken strike action a month previously in 
protestat the Health Authority’semergen- 
cy cuts package. 8 January was, however, 
exclusively 2 nurses" action on a nursing 
{issue and involved 40-50 nurses. 

NUPE organisers wanted to minimise 
solidarity by other groups of workers in 
order to achieve maximum media impact. 
But if the main foces is on the media image 
created rather than the building of oganis- 
ation and solidarity between different 
groups of health workers, action is unlike- 
ly to achieve more than a reversal, ofiem 4 
temporary one, of individual cuts. The axe 
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will fal elsewhere. Portcring, cacring, 
Cleaning and mainteasnce services ars 
the Front line of such cuts ws their pay and 
conditions are constantly worsened by pri- 
‘atsation and cutbacks in safing levels 
‘fmore is tobe achieved its vital that all 
health workers make common cause and 
demand adequate pay and conditions for 
all healt service workers, an end to the 
‘sco private contractors in NHS hospitals 
and greatly improved standards of patient 
care. A Manchester-wide stoppage and 
demonsiration of all NHS workers has 
been called for 19 February by North 
“Manchester shop stewards. 


December emerged from a meeting with 
Health Secretary John Moore on 14 Jan- 
uary saying that their fears had been 
allayed’. The Royal College of Nurses 
continues to oppose strike action, though it 
may yet be forced to ballot its 265,000 
members on the issue as RCN members 
join the resis 

The emerging unity of nurses and other 
health workers is the key to building eff 
live opposition to the destruction of the 
NHS. Only this unity coupled with a syste- 
muti effort to reach aut tothe poor and op- 
pressed sections of the working class 
whose lives are literally t stake can pose a 
real threat to Thatcher's plans. The stakes 
are very high in this bate. 

The miners” strike showed how far this 
government will go t0 crush resistance. 
‘The miners” strike showed how far the 
Labour and trade union leadership will g0 
to undermine the fight back. The fight to 
defend the NHS is necessarily a confronta- 
‘don not only with Thatcher but also with 
Kinnock & Co. If it is to have a chance of 
sticoess it must be firmly based on the low 
paid workers in the NHS and the working 
class communities who depend on the 
‘NHS. FREY supporters inside and outside 
the health service wil be campaigning for 
such a fight back. Join: 


‘T've been nursing for 18 years 
and | earn as much as a first 

year police cadet. 
Manchester nurse. 


In 1982 black bullding workers show 

their support for the health workers 

‘demonstrating against low pay 
oecmneren 


Resistance 
spreads 


Blood Transfusion Service 


‘A work to nile by blood transfusion staff 
forced the government to abandon plans to 
change meaP allowances which would 
have resulted in-pay cuts of £10-12 per 
week 


Edinburgh and Strathclyde 


Nurses and ancillary staff in Edinburgh 
and Strathclyde struck for 24 hours on 14 
January against plans to privatise cleaning 
and catering services 


Salford 


200 hospital workers, many nurses from 
Royal Manchester Children’s Hospital, 
demonstrated at 2 Salford Area Health 
Authority meeting where £1.7m cuts were 
being proposed involving closure of two 
‘wards and the admissions unit ut the Chil 
ren's Hospital and refusing treatment 10 
children from outside the area, ward 
closures at Hop Hospital, Salford Royal, 
Ladywell and Prestwich and other cuts 
The vote deadlocked at 8:8. Under pres- 
sure from the demonstration the AHA 
(Chair refused to use his casting vote, The 
issue will he redisoussod at the next AHA 
meeting. 


Central Manchester 


Central Manchester Health Authority has 
heen instructed by the DHSS 1 make 
£1.7m, cats. The Authority already has 
outstanding bills of £5.6m which must be 
paid soon. 150 redundancies are proposed 
and the Authority has said it will ran out of 
‘money to pay wages if cuts are not made, 
400 stormed the Authority meeting, 
NUPE, NALGO and ASTMS members 
took strike action. The Authority was fore 
ed 10 postpone a decision, 


North West Hertfordshi 


On 8 January COHSE branch secretary 
Jane Barclay-Taylor was suspended for 
talking to the BBC about plans to hand 
over an ex-psychiatric patients” hestel toa 
charity. On 14 January another COHSE 
branch secretary, Doug Landman, was 
suspended for defending Jane Barclay: 
Taylor against harassment. That day there 
was lightning strike action by up to 100 
workers nurses, porters, telephonists, 
linen room workers, catering staff, domes: 
tics and theatre workers~at Hill. End 
Hospital, St Albans City and Hemel 
Hempstead General Hospital, Both have 
‘been reinstated. 


Bath 


A senior family planning officer was sus- 
pended for publicly criticising family 
planning cuts. Protest has forced her rein- 
statement 
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